JOHN F. MARKS

Fl-erbatax ta' Settemibruo li ghadda. infarrag bis-Sagramen-
ti tal-Knisja Mqgaddsa, Jonn F. Marks temun 1l-hajja harkienn
treghu li kellha bidu fl-Isla sittin sena qabel,

Missier It habb dejjen -famthja, bniedem I qatt ma naqas
il hadd, cittadin i ba sehem fil-hajja pubblika, wiehed mit-
tradejunjonisti Maltin tal-bidu nett, huwa ikkontribwixxa ohadd
kbir ta’ artikoli fuq l-affarijiet ta’ l-Istat u tat-T'rade Unions,
tosthom komment meqgjus dwar ir-Rappori ta’ MacLeod.

Johnny Marks kien maghruf bhala bniedem 1 jagbez ghal
min ghandu bzonn tal-ghainuna, u ghalhekk ma kienx imurlu
haddiem, student, habib biex jitolbu jiktiblu petizzjoni, jaghmil-
lu pjacir jew ngglidiua ghad-drittijiet tiechu,li ma kienx johrog
iminn dar Marks ibierek il-galb kbira ta’ “Johnny'.

Li-Tlsien Malti sab f'Johnny Marks wiehed mill-hbieb tie-
ghu sincieri, wiehed minn dawn il-hbieb verj Ii mna jhobbux ghall-
interess; ghax tabilbaqq Johnny Marks qatt {'ghomru mg kien
jaf x'inhu interess.

Kienet l-idea ta’ Marks dik li fid-Dar tal-Haddiema, 1-Tsla,
miftuha fil-bidu ta’ l-Awtonomija, tinfetah Kamra tal-Qari mzej-
na bir-ritratti tal-kittieba Maltin godma u moderni.

FI-1953 qala’ 1-*‘Imperial Service Medal which Her Majes-
ty The Queen has been graciously pleased to award to vou in
recognition of the meritorious services which you have rendered’’
kif gie mfisser {'ittra mibghuta lilu mill-Awtoritajiet Iraperjali.

Bil-Malti jew bl-Ingliz, Marks kien jikteh bl-istess faciliti
li biha kien jitkellem dawn 1Z-zewg ilsna. Ghalhekk il-kitha tie-
ghu ma tillimtax ruhhg ghal artikcli biss. Mili-pinna tieghu hai-
gu versi, hafna novelli helwin kif ukoll essays ta’ siwi tajjeb let-
terarju. Fost l-opri tieghu pubblikati (I-inediti la humy ftit u
langas, willi jidher, ta’ valur zghir) qala’ hafna tifhir il-ktiel
“Tejbilhom Hajjithom' L, forsi, l-isem generiky tieghu ma jix-
hedx bizzejjed importanza tas-sensiela tan-noveli 1i fih. Tl-kit-
ba letterarja ta’ John F. Marks ghad trid tigi maghrufa skond
ma jisthogqilha mill-kompilaturi tal-kotha u l-antologiji. Min
hu mzejjen bl-umilty u bil-modestja jibga’ hafna drabi. u b'xorti
hazina ghal-Letteratura. bla ma hu maghruf,

Lia semnmejng l-modestja, johirog naturali I-fatt 1i J.F. Marks
dawwar fi-Tngliz mil-linowa Taljana opri 1i dehru taht 1sem hadd.
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LILL-MADONNA TAS-SAHHA
(B’titkira tal-Jum Marjan ghall-Mords, ta Malta)
Fil-Gonng ta’ Sant’ Anton, 22. 5, 54

T'a’ ViNcENT UNGARO
Rajthom il-morda migmughin gol-gonna
Ta” Sant’Anton b'dehriet ta’ Lourdes u |-Genna :
Rajthom iharsu Lejk, Helwa Madonna,
Fil-waqt li trejqu tas-Smewwiet bil-benna,

U rajt i ruh kulhadd bdiet Bik tithenna
His-skiet ta’ talba wahda, hierga donnha
Maghsura mimn go qalb ilha tistenna

Is-sahbha mbierka i tant kellha bzonnha.

Imbagh’d bhal raxx sabih ta’ dawl u dija(1)
Thallat mal-ward ifuh u l-ghana hlejju
U zdied madwarna l-gmiel u l-armonija,

Thallix, Madonna, j;‘h:ul_(ii fugna _\[e__}Ju._‘.
Minghajp: ma nifhmu l-gid ta lfull thatija :
Sabbarna Int biex trigna ghall-Genna nhejju.
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