LIS-SUR TONIN
Ta’ WALLACE Ph. GULIA

Kien ilu ma nafx kemm
lill-messaggiera jwiddeb
li mal-pubbliku bahnan
ma jridx jithallat,
ghax ghandu x'jaghmel wisq;
u allahares xi messaggier -
ghax nesa, jew ghax misthi jew imgieghel
minn xi pampalun imdaqdaq
li fil-kurituri jghajjat dags hmar u bhalu jinhaq
li “d-dinja tagqa’ JEKK LIS-Suy TONIN
ma nkellimx fil-waqt!”,
kien idahhallu lil xi hadd jaqtaghlu
is-safa ta’ hsebijietu gholja !
fuq kif 1-ahjar il-poplu jghix u jghammar
min-nieqa sat-tebut ta’ taht l-irhama;
ghax jintiliflek minnu nnifsu,
jibki li hadd ma jifhmu,
hadd ghalih ma jhenn,
ma jisma’ talbu;
kulhadd mir-rispett nieqes,
u hadd ma jifhem kemm irid igarrab
ugigh il-hlas sakemm il-hsieb jitwieled
safi ghal gid il-poplu!
li bahnan u nieqes mill-gherf li jdawwal genji bhalu,
jintilef fix-xalar ta’ nhar ta’ Hadd :
bla jifhem
hadd iehor kemm jithabat ghalih u jhobbu!

Fis-sikta ta’ kamartu
arah lis-Sur Tonin iqalleb
kotba w karti,
meghjun minn sigarett jahraqlu idu
u kikkra té li sserrah
ugigh il-hlas tal-hsieb;
imma meta tasal biex tfegg il-lehma
iccempel il-qanpiena tat-telefon, twerzaq, tghajjat,
issiechlu ghal ma’ genbha,
'tamz_nrlu jhalli kollox, kollox jinsa, karti w kotba,
il-hsieb imur; il-lehma lura terga’,
bla hajr il-poplu jibga’.

Tat-telefon biss is-Sur Tonin qaddej fidil.

.....
Tt

T e P

GEORGE JOSEPH VELLA (1884-1962) 4)

Mat-telefon ma jilghabx:

minn shabu jwarrab, min-nies u mill-bahnana

Izda dik il-qanpiena |
tqanqgal il-kurzita:

Min jaf min hemm?—

xi hadd fis-setgha sew?

xi xaghar gqamhet il-lewn?

xi kisra t'ghajnejn suwed kbar?

X| HADD LI JISTA’ jaghtih tarf ghat-tahbil imgerfex
tal-kobba li ghaddewlu biex iholl?

Bil-girja jqum is-Sur Tonin u jwiegeb:
“Is-Sur Tonin hawnhekk”, BIL-QIMA KOLLHA:
Lanqgas ilsir quddiem in-nerf ta’ sidu

ma kien iwiegeb b’dik il-hlewwa,

il-lehen li jistieden, jaghti x’jifhem:
“Kollox sewwa,

Hawn jien arani,

id-dinja ma taqax,

ghax fuq spallejja nzommha”.

Filwaqt b’subghajh it-trab mill-glekk itajjar,
u t-tinja tal-qalziet jirranga.

GEORGE JOSEPH VELLA (1884-1962)

Ta' IVO MUSCAT AZZOPARDI
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