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TRIBUTE TO PROFESSOR DANIEL CALLUS
By A.VELLA, O.P.

THERE have been in the past great Maltese Dominicans who distinguished
themselves in foreign universities, but for us the term ‘Great Maltese
Dominican’ can only mean one, Fr. Daniel Callus, who lived among, con-
versed with and taught us, and whose recent death leaves us with a sense
of irreparable impoverishment.

That he was an old man, 77 years old, does not make his loss any less
painful, since some of his recent discoveries in mediaeval thought have
not yet been published. Luckily three Oxonian scholars, B.Smalley of
St. Hilda’s College, R.W.Hunt of the Bodleian Library and W.A. Pantin of
Oriel College, have taken responsibility for his literary works, with a
view to publishing them.

Fr. Callus was born at Zebbug, Malta, on January 20th, 1888, second
son of Paul Callus and Theodora née Vella. As a child he attended the
Government Primary school of his native town and received his second-
ary education at the Junior College of the Dominican Fathers of Rabat,
At the early age of 13 he began his Philosophical studies. By a special
dispensation from Rome he was clothed with the Dominican habit when
he was less than 15 years old, on December 25th, 1903. Upon completing
the Philosophy course he was sent to Fiesole in Florence, where, while
still deacon, he received the degree of Lectorate in Theology and Philo-
sophy on July 21st, 1910. A few months later he was transferred to Rome
and here was ordained priest on November Gth, 1910, by Mgr. Andrew
Frewirth, O.P., Apostolic Nuncio in Bavaria and subsequently Cardinal.
In Rome Fr. Daniel pursued a post-graduate course in Holy Scripture and
Oriental Languages at the University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum),
and on his return to Malta he began his teaching career imparting lectures
on Sacred Theology, Holy Scripture and Biblical Greek at St. Thomas
Aquinas College, Rabat. In 1914, on the recommendation of the Auxiliary
Bishop of Malta, Mgr. Angelo Portelli, O.P., he was appointed Lecturer
in Theology in the local Seminary of Mdina. On learning that the English
Dominican House of Studies at Hawkesyard, in Staffordshire, needed a
professor to lecture on Aquinas’ Summa contra Gentiles and the history
of Mediaeval Philosophy he volunteered for that task. In the meantime he
prepared for and sat the examination Ad Gradus.
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When Fr. Louis Theissling, Master General of the Order of\Preachers,
amalgamated the Philosophical Studia of the Italian, Sicilian and Maltese
Provinces at the newly founded Intemational College of La Quercia,
Viterbo, Fr. Callus was recalled from England and appointed Prefect of
Studies. Here on May 1st, 1924, the Procurator General of the Order, Fr.
Filippo Caterini, bestowed on him the degree of Master of Sacred Theo-
logy.

Between the years 1924 and 1931 we find him both Regent of Studies
at St. Thomas Aquinas College, Rabat, and Professor of Holy Scripture
and Hebrew at the University of Malta. As Regent of Studies, he reformed
the scholastic curriculum on the pattern of other Studia of the Order
abroad, and introduced the custom of holding academic celebrations,
once a year, in honour of St. Thomas Aquinas, Patron of Catholic Schools
and Universities. As holder of the Chair of Holy Scripture and Hebrew,
‘Professor Callus proved a very popular teacher for his clear and learned
lectures during all the time he remained in the University. I myself
attended the first part of his course of Hebrew, attracted by his philolo-
gical disquisitions about Oriental languages in general. At all the annual
examinations the students showed the great profit made under the guidance
of the clever lecturer by their exhaustive answers.” These are the words ‘
of Sir Temi Zammit, then Rector of the University.

One of the greatest achievements of Fr. Callus, while teaching at the
University, was the foundation of Catholic Action. We wish to stress this
fact for the sake of historical truth because it seems to me that some of
the present leaders of the Catholic Action Movement are not, perhaps,
giving Fr. Callus his due.

Catholic Action, as defined by Pope Pius XI, saw its beginning in
Malta in 1929 when Fr. Callus founded the Lega Universitaria Cattolica
Maltese, now the University Students’ Catholic Guild. Formally approved
by Archbishop Mgr. Maurus Caruana, O.S.B., on February 19th, 1930, it
was to serve as an inspiration and a model. The Guild was the first pro-
perly constituted branch of Catholic Action. It was acclaimed as such by
Mgr. Caruana. From the Guild in the years to come, His Grace hoped,
there would accrue to the life of Malta ‘un’azione cristiana veramente
efficace’. He trusted it would continue to grow and eventually provide
the future leaders of Catholic Action.

Fr. Callus did not stop here. After consulting Mgr. Paolo Galea, the
Vicar General, he went to explain to Archbishop Caruana his project for
spreading Catholic Action throughout the Island. It was his intention to
invite the members of the various Circoli, Domus and M.U.S.E.U.M. exist-
ing at the time to join in a federation. His Grace welcomed Fr. Callus’s
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plan-and requested him to write a memorandum on the matter. Fr. Callus
complied to His Grace’s wish. He suggested that an organizing committee
be founded under the presidency of the Archbishop, with the Vicar-General,
Mgr. D’ Andria, Mgr. Pantalleresco and himself as members. This commit-
tee met several times to study and put into effect Fr. Callus’s projected
scheme,

On January 19th, 1931, an important meeting took place, with the Vicar
General in the Chair, to encourage the Circoli to form a federation. Pre-
sent at this meeting were the Committee, a number of parish priests, and
many priest and laymen. Fr. Callus, in a long speech, which was publish-
ed in three issues of Leben-is-Sewwa (January 31st, February 7th and
February 14th, 1931), spoke of the nature and of the need for Catholic
Action and explained the articles of the Statute.

The last of Fr. Callus’s enterprises in promoting Catholic Action was
the convention summoned in Valletta on July 5th, 1931, under the presi-
dency of the Vicar General. Representatives from all over the Island
attended, Here a solid foundation was laid for the setting up of Catholic
Action.

We must also put on record that for three years (1928-31) Fr. Callus
worked hard to propagate the idea of Catholic Action in Malta. He de-
livered lectures in youth clubs and other places on the need for Catholic
Action. He explained in articles in Leben-is-Sewwa the aims and ideals
of the Movement., (Later on these articles were collected and published
in a booklet, entitled X'Inbija Il-Azzjoni Kattolika?’ What is Catholic
Action?’) He formed groups of young men and women who were to be the

. first Catholic Actionists. He was as WIEHED MINNKOM said in Leben-

is-Sewwa of May 8th, 1962, ‘the first one to organize a federation of Ca-
tholic Action clubs’.

It was indeed Fr. Callus who gave the initial impetus to the Catholic
Action Movement, and his merits in this connexion cannot be passed over.

Fr. Callus left the Island in 1931 and resumed teaching at Hawkesyard.
The following year he was assigned to Oxford, the renowed city of leam-
ing in which he made his home. Coming into contact with the late Regius
Professor of Modern History of the University of Oxford, Sir Maurice
Powicke, he plunged himself in research work, delving in Mediaeval ma-
nuscripts at the Bodleian Library, at Oxford and Cambridge Colleges, at
the British Museum and in Continental libraries.

In 1938 Fr. Callus took the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. In the
Dominican Annals, published by the English Dominican Province, for
July 1938, we read: 'On June 4th, Fr. Daniel Callus, O.P., S.T.M. was
admitted to the degree of Rector of Philosophy. He is the first Dominican
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since the Reformarion ro rake a Docrorate in the University’. Fr. Daniel
was also the first Maltese te receive this degree. The University of Ox-
ford 1 recognition of his schelarship, further conferred upon him the
Mastership in Arms, in 1955, and Fr. Daniel became a member of the Con-
gregation of the University,

On Fr.Callus’s 75th Birthday the University of Oxford honoured him by
publishing a Festschrife: Oxford Studies presented To Daniel Callus (Ox-

ford Historical Society, New Series Vol. XVI) in which eminent Scholars

wrote nine special studies, including a full bibliography of his published
writings. Ir the foreword to this book Professor R.W. Southern, Chichele
Professor of Modern History, wrote: ‘During the thirty vears he has been
among us Father Daniel has exercised a mild and benevolent influence in
the University, withour effort, without ambition, without noise. In things
of the spirit nothing succeeds like indifference to success, and some small
part of devotion and loyalty which he has inspired arises from his belong-
ing to a world quite distinct from that of the University of which he be-
came in turn an undergraduate, a docror, a lecturer, and a member of Con-
gregation. He has exemplified in a striking degree for all to see those
characteristics ascribed in an early biography to the founder of his Order:
‘placidara interioris hominis compositionem manifesta de foris benignita-
te ac vuleus hilaritate prodebat’, and ‘omnes homines largo exupuebat
caritatis sinu, et cum omnes diligeret, ab omnibus amabatur’.

There is no need to alter these words, except to put them in the present
tense, and this is not the place to add to them ...

‘Since 1932 Father Daniel has been at Oxford.His loyalty and energies
have naturally been claimed in the first place by the house of Blackfriars,
where for twelve years from 1942 to 1954 he was Regent of Studies. But
he has also found time to lecture and to supervise research in the Uni-
versity and to deliver lectures in many places in this country and abroad.
And all cthis has been accompanied by a steady stream of discoveries in
the field of scholastic thought. These activities fall into place in the
great task of elucidating the development of Christian thought in fidelity
to that precept in the Constitutions of the Order of Preachers which de-
clares the studium sacrae veritutis to be the necessary means to the
special end for which the Order was instituted. The University of Oxford
ts older than the Order of Preachers by a generation or so, but it and the
Orders of Friars grew up together, and through the centuries their purposes
have never utterly diverged. If they have become closer during the last
thirty years, this is owing not only to the renewal of the constitutional
links between the University and the House of Blackfriars, but still more
to the unassuming and fruitful labours of a few men, and not least the
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On Mediaeval Scudies he wrote:

1943 — ‘lnweduction of Aristotelian Learning to Oxford’, Pmceedings of
the British Academy, 19(1943), 229-81 (a paper communicared to
the Academy in MNovember 1943},

1946 — The Condemnation of St. Thomas at Oxford (Aquinas Papers, 5),
Oxzford, 1946, pp. 38. (Reprinted 1959),

1953 - 'Robert Grossereste’s Place in the History of Philosophy’, Pro-
ceedings of the Xlth Iniemational Congress of Philosophy,
Bruzelles 1953, 161-5.

1954 ~ "The Contribution to the Study of the Fathers made by che Thir-
reenth Century Oxford Schools’, Journal of Ecclesiastical History,
5, 139-48 (a paper read at the First Intemational Conference on
Patristic Scudies, Oxford, 1951).

1955 - ‘Robert Grosseteste as Scholar’, Robert Grosseteste Scholar and

Bishop, Essavs in Commemoration of the Seventh Centenary of
his Death, edited by D.A. Callus, with introduction by Sir Maurice
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COMMENT

Tui PusLicaTios of this review gives us great pleasure and graat pain.
The pleasure is our reward and the pain is our punishment - the reward
is for the time we spend on lts preparatiun which makes possible the
printing of some good articles and the pawn 15 cur disappoiatment at its
ich we apologise to our reacers. Our hope is

irregulac appearance for wh
thar one day we shall succead in regulansing our publication dates; bur
there are s:ill soms hurdles in the way not easy to oveccome such as our

and the rype of tme-wasting Com-

many persenal acadewic commitmer
pesomatic printing machine on which we nave tc rely. Even so, though we
are a small University with small means, we think we are doing our best,
After all, oot all the Faculries of mu zs publish their
own review, We do hope that the aruicles in this number will please at
least some of our readers. With so many books and reviews on the market
intelligenc busy readers show of nme have to be selective, To deserve
their attention, we publish articles which we consider worch reading and
interesting from one angle or another. Oae particular angle which we think
will interest noa-Maltese readers is the Maltese angle. We are a small
bur wery hardy pecple ~people with our own hisrory and immemorial civil-
wion. We describe ous civilization as immemorial because it begins wirh

1 larger NOivTersit

1z
o ade civilizat fr ¢t historic era{che earliest sialrese
A very Lz H!JL 1cde Cavilization from the prenstoric cra(;)a, earijest malrese

bagie woude».{:.‘.L megatithic temples) continuing 1nto contemporary t.nes
with a largely huwanicarian civilizacion, reiigiously Chnstian and cuttur-
ally Luasin,

We are rrying to promote the welfare of the University of Malta which
is the oldest University in the British Commonwealth Overseas, but the
burdens which the new times are imposing on our University are too heavy
for us to carry alone unaided. Malta, which has ceased to be a British
Colony but has remained within the British Commonwealth, for a long




