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With the passing of time, and of course with the “rorrese
geénerated in civilised an? exXpvanding countiries, including Malt
various folkloristic usages are doomed to vanish. Thir}:v: ’
happen for the benefit of the whole porulation, but the loss of

certain traditions may lessen the colour of the environment

wherein we have to live

To begin with, horse-racing has long been a very popular
event, ancd it has always attracted great crowds of wneonle
: 5 of ople,
offering enthusiastic enjoyment to all and sundry. In

todays horseracing is combined with lotter-

various countries,
to a certain extent,

ies and fabulous cash »rizes, and this,
has changed the healthy competition and sporting aims of racing,
with the comiercial greed and anxious exectations of the

competitors, who arc gencrally more interested in the »nrize

money than in the racing "ut sic'.
Here in Malta, horse-racing is now noire established as a

and has its fixed abode at the Marsa racing

snobbish sport,
o the

The only traditional horse racing is limited

ground.,
which talzes place at Rabat, but in the

Mnar ja event,
were at least two other events of horse-~racing which

a festive mood for the wpeople

vere tryly

enjoyable, 9»opular, ofiereing
in a2ld wakks pf 1ife. These were the Saint Roque races ,
which took 7Hlace from Marsamxett harbour to Floriana,.along

Ther: vias also the Carmelite races which

Great Siege Boad, |
I still remnember

started at Sliema, along the Strand to Gzira,

and feel nostalgic for those bygone days.

them both,
"are the performances of

Other recollections of the past,’
the popular bands, famous among wikh was that of. n71-Banda ta'

Indra? U . These  popular bﬂnds were rather anular, and in

Valletta, there were, at one time, more than a hundred bandsmen

"




formj—ng various grous. Ori =4 1
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tery, Or -a return Prbm abroad,

Sénse that they left no stone unturned +
» i1ncluding engagenment of a daug . 1
of a child, and so forth, and inst
ahtiabitants of the city, they becane a nuis
public, ‘and especially to the neighbours of the havyywy family
: 1€ h y family
until the police had to »Hut a ban on such noisy activities e .
y activities,

bringing this tradition to an abrupt end
Does anyone still remembe:r the diving boys? They wverec
urchins on boats in Grand [larbour, who solicited : coin from

passengers on ships entering harbours, and they dived for it,

retrieving it from the decn,
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We still hLeve the Dghajsa man, or boat man, shone boats,
with high prows, stern anc sternare gaily vainted to the vhim
of the owner; these we do not see any nore in thzir hundreds,
but only syoradically in both harbours. The boatman is no

longer shirtless and barefuoot, as he used to be in the nast

days of great poverty,
Another scene no longer enacted,
his wares et-his shop-CodE,

is that of the shop-

keevner, selling | xcluding, naybe,
the shoe-maker and the tailor, who, at times, are seen at their
dobxr, delizht of the tourists,

Also’ we no longer
give shange in coing from

1

working at. their trade,  te the
de2 the money-chanzer at his door, ready to

one-third of a farthing to a »pound

note or more, | |

" We still have the Sunday 'Monti'., This name originates
vnich was named after
t'h', been 5uqhed out Of

from Strade del Monte, ‘he CGrand Master
Del Mon#ie. Today, this open-air mark
coacern, rather than 1ts

Valletta, ond is purely a business
' | rhere @ue coulc lan

former style of "luckm surorise market',

"




among t hoamassed wares of mysterious origin,
Today's 'monti' 1 sa popular market Wioro t he hawkers display

wares which could bo found andbought at anyshop i n Republic

Street,(formerly Kingeway) any day of t heweek. The
"Monti' of yore i nv/ihat I snow Merchants Street, displayed on
either side of thestreet, al [ kinds ofold andnewodds and
ends. One could find old iron, Indian nhav/ls, ship cordage,

figurines, glass andchina ware, andat times bonnets, caps,

hats andvegetables, together with clothing, cloth, birds,
with prices varying from stall tostall, and bargains
Second hand books andmagazines offered fantastic

with magazines at one penny each, and good-
t was like a feast for

precious itens

avallable.

opportunities,

conditioned bhooks at sixpence. |
andadventurous, which, X am afraid

Valletta, colourful
has lost most of i tstreasure-hunt spirits

Carnival! Yes, whose carnival i sit? This unique enter-
tainment 1 stoday restricted t oevents 1 nanenclosure, with

entrance against a considerahbhle fee, anda parade ox floats,
anda fewdecorated trucks with companies,

mostly commercial,
butenjoyed only by those who satisfy

noisy andcolourful
themselved with a fleeting show.

Years ago, Carnival was a different thing altogether.
at large that created It, with masked parties

|t was t hopublic
with friends, throwing

invading thestreets, making merry

sweets andconfetti, andmaking thespectators feel particip-

ants 1 nth ir  merriment,
There was then the"Konslu', a ragged person i ntails and
top-hat, with a roll of parchment i nhis hand, reading 'bandi'
jokes andsatirical remarks about personalitiesof high stand-
ng. He always ende d by being thetarget for eggs and tom-
na hilarious manner, t o the

atoes, buteverything was done |
enjoyment of both the'konslu'" kimself andt hespectators.



