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Meta nharsu lejn bosta stampi tal-kostumi l i kienu uzati 
f i l - p a j j i z i c i v i l i z z a t i ta* 1-Ewropa, nindunaw l i t i s t a ' tghid 
l i in-nisa kollha kienu juzaw mant iswed fuq 1-ilbies kollu. 
izda b ' x i differenzi f i t - t i f s i l a , izda dejjem l i jghatti r-ras 
u 1-ispallejn u x i drabi jibqa' wkoll niezel sa 1-irkubtejn. 
Nindunaw ukoll l i l-ghonnella Maltija taqbel hafna ma dawn l i -
manti j i e t suwed, izda gℏandha forma specjali 1i zviluppat tul 
i z - z m i n i j i e t , 1-aktar fi1-gholja tar-ras , specjalment fis-seklu 
tmintax. Hekk baqghet fostna sa nofs is-seklu ghoxrin, meta 
bi l f o r s kellha tinqata'. Fost ir-ra g u n i j i e t 11 ghalihom 
inqatghet, kienhemm at- t r a f f i k u kbir tal-karrozzi bil-mutur l i 
kien sar perikoluz hafna ghan-nisa bl-ghonnella, l i ma kienetx 
thallihom jaraw sewwa i t - t r i q u il-gnub taghha. 

Mhux maghruf sewwa meta din i l - l i b s a bdiet tintuza hawn 
Malta, izda î-ghonnella u l - i l b i e s iswed aktarx sar moda vara 
1-assedju 1-kbir taì-1565, meta bosta nisa sfaw romol jew t i l f u 
lil-uliedhom f i l - g l i e d ahrax l i Malta kellha mat-Torok. I I -
forma t a ' l-ghonnella bhal skufja kbira t a r - r a s , il-Maltin 
aktarx haduha mill-ghamla tal-mant kbir l i jghatti x-xbiha 
mqaddsa tal-Madonna ta* Damaxxena l i f' dak is-zmien kienet 
wisq meqjuma f i1-Birgu, i1-post e v ii e n i t a ' 1-assedju. Din 
ix-xbiha ghadna nistghu narawha f i l - k n i s j a tal-Griegi f i l - B e l t 
V a l l e t t a , l i turina wkoll k i f ghandha tkun i t - t i f s i l a t a - 1-
i l b i e s onest tal-mara n i s r a n i j a . 

Madankollu, maz-zmaen, l-ghonnella Maltija kompliet t i z v i -
luppa, sakemm naraw l i f i s - s e k l u tmintax, 1-iskufja saret aktar 
ckejkna, izda t i l f e t 1-Oghamla ta* s k u f j a , u saret ark iebes l i 
jghatti r - r a s u z-zewgt ignub t a ' 1 - i s p a l l e j n . Genb minn t a ' 
1-ark iebes, waqt l i I-iehor bid-drapp imdendel b i s s , izda i z -
zewg nahat jinzammu b l - i d e j n l i jinghaqdu quddiem iz-zaqq. 

Zvilupp iehor tas-sewklu tmintax, kien l i 1-iskufja z i e -
dulha bhal-pizz bhal t a l - b e r i t t a , u b'hekk ras il-mara giet 
qisha ras t a ' ghasfur bil-munqar hiereg minn mohhha. Dan i l -
mudell ta* qhônneila b i l - p i z z jew munqar kien uzat f'Malta u 
wkoll f'Ghawdex, k i f rajna f ' p i t t u r i a n t i k i l i darba k e l l u s-
Sur Ninu Crewmona. Wahda minn dawn i l - p i t t u r i kienet t u r i xi 
erba' n i s a , aktarx ghonja, ipacpcu quddiern is-seminarju f'Ghaw-
dex, kollha bl-ghonella b i i - p i z z u b i l - l i b s a sewda. 

Hawn i r r i d u nghidu, l i l-ghonnella u 1-libsa sewda kienu 
uzati hafna mill-ghonia biex imorru 1-knisja. Ahna n i f t a k r u , 
fost 1-ohrajn, oht il-markiz Desain, f'Hal Tarxien, k i f ukoll 
lil1-kontessa Sant Fournier f i l - B e l t V a l l e t t a , l i kienu jmorru 
1-knisja b'dan il-kostrum n a z z j o n a l i . Dan il-kostum kien 
jintghogob wisq mi 11-barranin l i kienu jpingu f i g u r i t a ' nisa 
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N i s r a n i j a l i w a q q a f i l - q a d d i s D u n G o r g P r e c a l i r i e d h o m j i l b s u 
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Omm i kienet tirrakkontalna storja t a
1
 z i j i t h a Filomena l i 

bhan-nisa antiki kollha kienet tuza l-ghonnella u 1-libsa sewda 
biex tmur i l - k n i s j a , izzur xi girien f'xi okkazjoni speciali 
bhal maghmudi j a , rnewt jew gherusi j a . Insomma, 1-ghenienen 
(plural ta* ghonnella) il-glekk u d-dublett suwed, kienu jaghmu 
1-libsa gala tal-mara M a l t i j a . Filomena kienet omm is^Sur 
Alfredo Eonnici, wiehed minn corma t f a l l i kellha u rabbiet b l -
akbar ghaqal u t b a t i j a , ghax zewgha Guzeppi, kaptan fuq basti-
ment tal-qlugh, miet kmieni, u 1-imsejkna armia ftaqret. Meta 
xjahet, 1-eghnienen l i kellha qdiemu u ma kellhiex flus biex 
t i x t r i ohra gdida biex bhas-soltu tmur ghal1-quddiesa kantata. 
Kienet mara twajba u devota tal-Papa P i j u Nonu» k i f 1-antiki 
kienu jsejhu l i l l - P a p a P i j u IX. Dan il-Papa, l i kien xerred 
id-devozzjoni tal-Madonna, bi11i ghamel id-domma tal-Kuncizzjo-
ni Immakolata, kien mizmum qaddis jimxi f l - a r t , waqt l i n-nanna 
Filomena kienet titolbu biex jaqlaghlha 1-grazzji kollha l i 
kellha bzonn. I s s a waslet biex titolbu jipprovdilha ghonnella 
t a l - h a r i r ikkurdunat, u t i t lob ilium u t i t l o b ghada, l-ghonnel
la xtratha, u ghalhekk m i s s i e r i u ommi baqghu isejhu din 1-
ghonnella, " i r - r i g a l tal-Papa P i j u Norm". Bhala ringrazzja-
ment, in-nanna Filomena poggiet ix-xbiha tal-Papa hdejn dik 
tal-Madonna bil-Bambin l i kellha fuq il-kredenza fejn kienet 
izzomm musbieh jixghel b i s - z e j t l e j l u ohar, bl-akbar devozzjo-
ni . 

Din 1-istress storja. dehret f i l gazzeta Lehen is-Sewwa ta' 
Mejju 1990, u xterdet ukoll fost 1-emigranti Maltin mad-dinja 
kollha. Is-Sur Dwardu Zarb, emigrant fil-Kanada, l i > Jaqa
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wisq marbut ma' art twelidu. ra din i l - g a z z e t t a , u katbilna 
i t t r a fejn q a l i l n a s t o r j a ohra t a ' nantu u l-ghonnella Maltija. 


