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Aktar Memorii Ta' T f u l i t i 

minn Paul P o r t e l l i 

Fl-ahhar harga ghedtilkom xi episodji u esperjenzi ta' 
t f u l i t i l i bqajt n i f t a k a r . Fost dawn semmejt k i f konna nghad-
du i l - f e s t a t a l - M i l i e d , l i 1-aktar inhobb. Din id-darba car 
insemmilkom memorji t a ' festa l i g h a l i j a mhix anqas sentimenta-
l i : dik t a

1
 San Duminku tal-parrocca t a l - B e l t V a l l e t t a , k i f 

kienet tkun celebrata xi hamsin-sittin sena i l u . 
Minn xi zmien qabel i l - f e s t a , konna nibdew i t - t i b j i d u z-

zebgha tad-dar. Imbaghad, granet qabel i t - t i z j i n , kienu 
jinqalghu i l - p u r t i e r i t a ' kuljumu jitwahhlu dawk t a l - f a s t i . 
Uhud mi 11-ghamara l i kienet tkun mghottija bil-covers marbutin 
b i 1 - k u r d i c e l 1 i , bhal s i g g i j i e t mhux t a ' kuljum, is-sodda t a r -
ramm u il-mejda tal-kamra tal-pranzu l i kien ikollha x i tapit 
t a l - p l u s h jew t a l - b i z z i l l a fuqℏa, b' cover iehor fuqhom, kienu 
j i n k i x f u . ( k i e n i s i r hekk ukoll f i t - t b e r i k tad-dar.)Konna nixtru 
qsari godda l i kienu jitpoggew fuq i l - g a s t r i jew f i l - g a r d i n i -
e r a . Dak iz-zmien, i l - q s a r i ta 1-weraq donnhom kienu aktar 
popolari m i l l - f j u r i -

Il-preparamenti kienu jibdew bi1-hmistax i l - T l i e t a t a
1 

qabel i l - f e s t a , f e j n kienet i s s i r priedka minn pat r i l i rahux 
Dumnikan, ghax jghidu 1i id-Dumnikani ma jfahhrux 1i1-San 
Duminku huma s t e s e. I l - f e s t i t a

1
 barra kienu jibdew b i t -

twahhil t a ' ì-arbli, i t - t i z j i n tat-toroq l i kien ikun élaborât 
hafna, specjalment Strada Mercanti u Strada San Domenico; kont 
titpaxxa tassew. Kienu jwahhlu bozoz tad-dawl mat-toroq 
koll h a u mal-faccata t a l - k n i s j a . Niftakar l i darba, f i t r i q 
minnhom kienu ghamlu speci t a ' kannissata t a ' 1-injam, weraq, 
f j u r i u festoons t a 1 - k a r t i . Niftakar meta saru ghall-ewwel 
darba il-bombli l i ddendlu f i Strada San Domenico ghall-ewwel 
darba; kienu jkantaw: "Bombii, bombii. . .ta' 1-ilma f r i s k !

1
' 

Strada Merkanti kienu jitpoggew kolonni u fuqhom speci t a ' 
q a s r i j a bil-palm f r i s k , u bejniethom pedestal l i g h o l j i n M I -
qaddisin Dumnikani. 

Fi1-kantuniera bejn Strada Mercanti ma' Strada San C r i s t o -
foro kienu jitpoggew erba' papìet Dumnijkani, statwi l i ghad-
hom, jitpoggew sa'ïlum, bhal ma qhadhom il-bombli.
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kien j i z z a n z a n s e t t p a v a ij u n i jew bnadar p i t t u r a t i . Go Strada 
Merkanti k i e n jintrama ark enormi u sabih, fil-wesgha t a t - t r i q 
m i l l - h a j t t a l - p a l a z z s a l - f a c c a t a , f e j n i l l u m hemm Costa ta l 



arloggi. dak iz-zmien kien hemm Gorg tal-haxi* 
i s f e l f i Strada San Domenico, kien jintrama paîk t a l - b a n ^ 7 
kont t i t l a ' fuqu bis-seilum. Dizgrazzjatament dawn ^ 
fil-gwerra. Ghadu jidher il-hadid i^SS^mSSjt 
kien jmtrama dan il - p a l k . I l lum hen*r. nicca zghira ta Sfi 
Duminku. Fi1-kantuniera ma' Strada Mercanti u Strada San 
Cristoforo kienet titqieghed f i l - g h o l i . k u ì u i . mimHòa b 
kart: G i u r i t i . Malli 1-istatwa ta' San Duminku tasa ?ahtha 
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 fost ic-îapcîp 

Madwar il-kwartier t a l - k n i s j a u 1-kunvent jezistu vari u 
nacec ohrajn l i kienu j i z z e j n u . jinxteghlu, u jpoggu 1-fjuri 
maghhom. Dak iz-zmien kien hemm pika kbira bejn i1-parruccani 
u z-zewg baned t a l - B e l t . u gie l i kien jinqala' glied u nkviet 
J- e j i i e t kien u ghadu j s i r il-famuz marc mill-Banda King's Own 
Jigu ghalih nies minn k u l l parti t a ' Malta, avolja j s i r f i l -
granet tax-xoghol. Dizgrazsjatement xi f t i t boloh jixorbu. 
specjalment xi zaghzagh, u jispiccaw mixhutin f l - a r t . waqt l i 
1-familjari taghhom jippruvaw jehduhom id-dar. Dak iz-zmien 
kien hawn stazzjonati f'Malta bahrin u suldati N g l i z i . u ma 
kienhux jahsbuha darbtejn jinghaqdu u jkomplu. Nisma anke xi 
nies anzjani jghidu l i l e j l e t u nhar i l - f e s t a kienet iddoqq 1 -
imsemmija "Banda ta* I n d r i " " fid-Due B a l l i , fost z f i n u b r i j u . 

I t - t i z j i n t a l - k n i s j a kien isahhrek. Dawk i l - l i n e f mixgh-
u l i n # id-damask ahmar bil-bordura s a f r a , i t - t u z e l l fuq 1-altar 
maggur, 1-armar t a l - a l t a r i , lampieri, hafna minnhom tal-fidda. 
bukketti t a l - f j u r i , bosta minnhom ghamla ta* lembut maqlub 
quddiem i l - v a r a , bl-isem t a l - k a z i n , individwu jew socjeta" l i 
jkunu baghtuh, u xama ' t a ' k u l l daqs, uhud minnhom mpingijin. 
Nhar i l - f e s t a j i g u sacerdoti minn k u l l Ordni biex iqaddsu, u 
qa s s i s i n u monsinjuri minn d i v e r s i l o k a l i t a j i e t u rhula. 
T i s t a ' tghid l i minn kmieni filghodu, ghal-habta tad-disgha 
kien ikun hemm quddies kontinwu f ' k u l l a l t a r tal-genb. Ghall-
habta tad-disgha u nofs kien jibda 1-pontifikal, bi1-panegierku 
i s i r minn x i predikatur famuz. L-Isqof kien j a s s i s t i mit-
tron. Malli j i s p i c c a 1-pontifikal u 1-Isqof i l e s t i biex imur, 
kienet tinghata 1-musketterija minn fuq i l - b e j t . Xi drabi 1-
Isqof kien ji b q a

1
 ghal1-pranzu. 

Ahna t - t f a l kien i k o l l n a k n i s j a zghira tal-loghob, u minn 
xi hmistax qabel e r h i l n a n i t t a l b u minn ghand i l - g e n i t u r i jew 
i z - z i j i e t jew nifthu 1-karus, biex nixtru minn ghand Toni t a l -
pasturi jew minn ghand id-Dude", l i kienu armati madwar i l -
k n i s j a t a ' 1-erwieh. Kien hawn v a r i zghar t a ' San Duminku, 
jibdew minn sixpence (2.5 c ) , t a x - x e l i n u nofs u
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x e l i n i (20c). B'hames x e l i n i kont t i x t r i vara r e p l i k a bhai 
t a l - k n i s j a . sa b l - a n g l i mal-pedestal. Kien ikun hawn ukoH 
ghall-bejgh f r a t e l l i u p a t r i j i e t , a k k o l t i u monsanjuri tat 
t a f a l , l i kienu jiswew s o l d . , 

L e j l i e t i l - f e s t a kienu jarmaw 1-imwejjed tal-qubba:t u 


