
L-I¯VILUPP U 
�&�A�L�  �B�A�L�Z�A�N�  

�A�l�f�r�e�d�  �B�o�r�g�  

�W�a�r�a�  �l�-�a�h�h�a�r�  �G�w�e�r�r�a�  �D�i�n�j�i�j�a�  
�M�a�l�t�a�  �h�a�d�e�t �irja fejjieda lejn 
"hajja  ahjar". Il-b¿onn  li  ntejbu 
l-qaghda  ta'  pajji¿na kien jidher 
fkull  xehta tal-hajja u  fkull 
rokna  ta1 Malta.  Imm'issa  dan it-
"titjib"  ha xejra negattiva, u qed 
itellifna  d-drawwiet  il-qodma u 
tajbin, inaqqsilna il-hena 
�enwina,  u jeqirdilna  l-wirt 
nazzjonali.  F'din il-kitba nixtieq 
naghti  idea tal-hajja  infantili  ta' 
rahal  twelidi  - Hai Balzan. 

F i l - M e d j u E v u ,�  � ' � a � f � n �a�  � g � ' � o � n � j �a�  �u�  
� k � b � a � r � a �t (e¿empju�  � w � i � e � ' � e �d�  � h �u�  � l � - � G � r � a �n�  
� M � a � s � t � r �u�  � D �e�  � P � a � u � l � e �)�  � k � i � e � n �u�  � j � f � i � t � t � x �u�  � I �-
� k � w � i � e �t�  �u�  � s � - � s � a � t � r �a�  � t � a �'�  � d � a � w �k�  � l �i�  � g � ' � a � d � h � o �m� 
� j � i � s � s � e � j � ' �u�  � " � i � t � - � T � l � e � t �t�  � I � r � ' � u � l � a �"�  �-�  � & � ' � A � t � t � a � r � d �,�  
� H � a �l�  � L � i � j �a�  �u�  � H � a �l�  � B � a � l � z � a � n �.�  � I � t � - � t � l � e � t �t�  � i � r � ' � u � l �a�  
� j � i � n � s � a � b �u�  � m � a � d � w � a �r�  � e � r � b � a �'�  � m � i � l �i�  � b � o � g � ' � o �d�  
� m � i � l � l � - � B � e � l � t �,�  �u�  � m � a � d � w � a �r�  � e � r � b � a �'�  � m � i � l �i�  � m � i � l � l �-
� I � m � d � i � n � a �.�  � K � a � r � a � t � t � e � r � i � s � t � i � k �a�  � t � a � g � h � h � o �m�  � h �i�  � l �i�  
� f � k � u � l �l�  � w � i � e � h � e �d�  � m � i � n � n � h � o �m�  � i � s � s � i �b�  � d � j � a �r�  
� k � b � a �r�  �u�  � a � n � t � i � k � i �,�  � k � o � l � l � h �a�  � b �i � n i e n  k b i r 
b i s - s i � a r  t a l - f r o t t . K a r a t t e r i s t i k a 
o h r a f a m i l j a r i m a '�  � k � u � l � ' � a � d �d�  � h � i � j �a�  � I �-
� n i e n  t a ' S a n t ' A n t o n l i p r o p r j u 
� q � i � e � g � ' � e �d�  � f � i � n � - � n � o � f �s�  � t � a �'�  � d � a � w �n�  � i � t � - � t � l � i � e �t�  
� i � r � ' � u � l � a �.�  � G � h � a � l � h � e � k �k�  � m �a�  � s � e � t � a �x�  
� j � i �n � t �g � ' �a¿el m o t t o�  � a � ' � j � a �r�  � g � ' � a � r � - � r � a � ' � a �l�  
� t � a � g � ' � n �a�  �u�  � i � s � b � a �'�  � m � i � n �n�  � d � a � n �:�  

�H�o�r�t�i�b�u�s�  �u�n�d�i�q�u�e� �s�e�p�t�a� 

� l �i�  � j � f � i � s � s � e �r�  � " � i � m � d � a � w � w � a �r b i l - � o n n a  m i n n 
k u l l i m k i e n . H i� � ' � a � s � r �a�  � k � b � i � r �a�  � m � e � l � a �,�  � l �i�  
� ' � a � f � n �a�  � m � i � n �n�  � d � a � w �n i l - � o n n a  n q e r d u 
f i s e m l-i¿vilupp u m i n h a b b a r-
r e g h b a t a l - b n i e d e m . J e k k I -
i¿vilupp s e j i b q a ' j i e k o l�  � l � - � a � ' � ' � a �r�  
� o n n a  l i f a d a l , x ' v a l u r s e j i b q a g h l u 
l - m o t t o t a r - r a h a l ? ! 

I s e m�  � i � r � - � r � a � ' � a �l�  � t � a � g � ' � n �a�  � h �u�  � H � a �i� 
� B � a � l � z � a � n �.�  � H �i� � ' � a � s � r �a�  � k � b � i � r �a�  � l �i�  � a � n � k �e�  � f � i � d �-
� d � o � k � u � m � e � n � t �i u f f i � j a i l  l - i s e m q e d 
jitni¿¿el " B a l z a n " u l - k e l m a " H a l " 
q e d t i n t r e m a . l l - " H a l " h i p a r t i 
e s s e n z i a l i m i l l - i s e m t a r - r a h a l . 

H e m m d i v e r s i ver¿jonijiet t a ' m i n n 
f e j n � i e  l - i s e m " B a l z a n " . E r i n 

S e r r a c i n o I n g l o t t j g h i d : " J i n s a b 
b h a l a k u n j o m f l - l t a l j a 
s e w w a s e w�  � b � ' � a �l�  � f � i � l � - � M � a � l � t � i �, i¿da 
n a h s e b l i n - n i s e l h u , f l i m k i e n 
m a l - k u n j o m , m i l l - G h a r b i . 
Q a b b e l�  � l � - � g � ' � e � r �q�  � B � - � L � - �S�  � b � i � t �-
� t � a � n � w � i � n �a�  � f � i � l � - � k � w � a � d � r � i � l � i � t � t � e � r �u�  � B � - � L � - � S �-
� N � " �.� 

� H � a �l�  � B � a � l � z � a �n�  � d � e � j � j � e �m�  � h �a�  � l � - � h � a � j � j �a�  
� m � i � n �n ¿ew�  w i d i e n . F u q i t -
t r a m u n t a n a h e m m i l - w i e d l i 
j o f r o q m i n n d a k l i j i b d a m i l l -
i n h a w i t a n - N a x x a r u l - l k l i n . 
J g h a d d i m i n n q u d d i e m i �-
� i m i t e r j u  t a r - r a h a l , u j i s p i � � a  f i l -
w i e d t a ' B i r k i r k r a . F i l - p u n e n t 
h e m m i l - w i e d l i j i b d a m i n n 
H ' A t t a r d , j g h a d d i m i n n q u d d i e m 
S a n t A n t o n , m i n n T r i q B i r b a l , u 
j i l t a q a ' m a ' d a k l i j k u n � e j  m i n n 
� ' � d � e � j �n i � - � i m i t e r j u .  G h a l k e m m 
h u w i e h e d m i l l - i s b a h i r h u l a , H a l 
B a l z a n h u f o s t l-i¿g�'�a�r�  � u � k � o � l � l �.�  
� M � i � n �n�  � t � a � r �f�  � s �a�  � t � a � r �f�  � j � i � n � f � i � r � e �x�  � f � u �q�  
� m � e � d � d �a�  � t � a �'�  � m � a � d � w � a �r�  � 5 � , � 6 � 0 �0�  � t � o � m � n �a�  
� a � r � t �.� 

� M � i � l � l � - � L � v � a � n � t �,�  � i � l � - � l � i � m � i � t �i�  � t � a � r � - � r � a � h � a �l�  
� i � m � i � s � s �u�  � m � a �'�  � B � i � r � k � i � r � k � a � r �a�  �-�  � b � e � j �n�  � i � d �-
� d � a � w � w � a � r �a�  � l �i�  � t � i � e � h � d � o �k�  � g � h � a � l � l �-
� b � a � j � p � a � s �s�  �u�  � T � r � i �q�  � i � l � - � M � i � t � h � n � a �.�  � F � i � n �-
� n � a � h �a�  � t � a � x � - � X � l � o � k � k �,�  � i � t � - � T � r � i �q�  � i � l � - � K � b � i � r �a�  
� t � i � l � t � a � q � a �'�  � m � a �'�  � T � r � i �q�  � B � i � r � b � a � l �,�  � f � e � j �n�  
� h � e � m �m�  � i � l � - � h � a � n � u �t�  � t � a � l � - � l � a � h � a � m �.�  � L �-
� i � s � e �m�  � q � a � d � i �m�  � t � a �'�  � d � i �n�  � i � n � - � n � a � h �a�  � h � u �:�  
�T�a�r�-�R�a�s�.�  � F � i � n � - � n � a � h �a�  � t � a � n � - � N � o � f �s�  � i � n �-
� N � h � a �r�  � i � r � - � r � a � h � a �l�  � j � a � s � a �i�  � s �a�  � l � - � A � k � w � i � d � o � t �t�  
� t � a �'�  � W � i � g � n � a � c � o � u � r � t �.�  � M � i � l � l � - � g � h � o � l � j � i � e �t�  � t � a � n �-
� n � a � h �a�  � t � a � r � - � R � a � b � a �t�  �u�  � l � - � l � m � d � i � n �a�  � s �a�  
� H � ' � A � t � t � a � r � d �,�  � l � - � a � k � w � i � d � o � t �t�  � n � b � e � n �a�  � t � a � ' �t� � I �-
� a � r � t �.�  � I � m � m �a�  � k � i � e �n�  � a � p � p � u � n � t �u�  
� h � a � w � n � h � e � k � k �,�  � i � n � - � n � a � h �a�  � t � a �'�  � H � a �l� 
� B � a � l � z � a �n�  � l �i l - i n � i n i e r a  t a ' l - o r d n i 
k e l l h o m�  � i � ' � a � b � b � t �u w i � � h o m  m a ' 
k i f s e j k o m p l u j s e w q u l - i l m a s a l -
B e l t . F ' H a l B a l z a n i n b n e w I -
e w w e l h n e j j i e t l i f u q h o m k e l l u 
j i � r i  l - i l m a , m i n n - n a h a t a t -
t r a m u n t a n a f e j n T r i q i l - K b i r a , 
h d e j n i l - K u n s i l l , t i � i  k a n t u n i e r a 
m a ' T r i q i l - K b i r a t a ' H a l L i j a . L -
i s m i j i e t t a ' l - i m g h a l l m i n 
i n k a r i g a t i m i x - x o g h o l n a f u h o m : 
Mastro Andrea m i n n T r a p a n i , 
Mastro Guiseppe m i n n 
P a l e r m o , u I - M a l t i � a n n i  A t t a r d . 

H a l B a l z a n t a ' 5 0 s e n a i l u - H a l 
B a l z a n t a ' t f u l i t i - k i e n n a q r a 
d i f f e r e n t i m i l l i h u H u m . I I -
p o p o l a z z j o n i k i e n e t t a ' 2 6 0 0 
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r u h . I n - n i e s t a ' m a d w a r i l - k a p p e l l a t a ' 
S a n t a M a r i j a k i e n u j q i s u r u h h o m l i h u m a 
" m i n n - n a h a t a ' f u q " , f i l w a q t l i d a w k t a ' 
m a d w a r i l - p a r r o � � a  l - q a d i m a , q r i b f e j n 
h e m m " i t - T l i e t K n e j j e s " k i e n " m i n n - n a h a 
t ' i s f e l " . G h a d e k i s s i b h a f n a B a l z a n i n l i 
� g � ' � a � d � h � o �m ju¿aw d a w n il-fra¿ijiet. D a w n 
i n - n a h a t t a r - r a h a l , l i g h a d n a k i f 
s e m m e j n a , n i s t g h u n g h i d u l i g h a d h o m 
i¿ommu l - o r i � i n a l i t a '  t a g h h o m . G h a d h o m 
i g a w d u m i n n d a k i l - k w i e t u�  � l � - � m � i � s � t � r � i � e �'�  � t � a �'�  
� h � a � m � s � i �n�  � s � e � n �a�  � i � l � u �. I l - b i � � a  l - k b i r a t a t - t i b d i l 
s a r m a d w a r�  � i � l � - � m � i � s � r � a � ' �,�  �u�  � b � i � l � - � f � t � u �h�  � t � a �'�  � T � r � i �q� 
� R � o � b � e � r �t�  � M � i � f � s � u �d�  � B � o � n � n � i � c � i �.�  � S � a � l � - � b � i � d �u�  � t � a � l �-
� h � a � m � s � i � n � i � j � i � e �t�  � i � l � - � M � i � s � r � a �h�  � k � i � e �n�  � h � a � f � n �a i¿g� ' �a�r�  
� m � i � n �n�  � k � i �f�  � i � n � h �u�  � N � u � m �.�  � M � a � l � l �i�  � t � o � ' � r � o � m i t - T r i q 
i l - K b i r a , h d e j n il-Ka¿in t a l - B a n d a Marija 
Annunziata (il-Ka¿in t ' i s f e l ) , k o n t i s s i b 
r u h e k f i l - m i s r a h , l i m a k i e n x h l i e f s a l i b i t -
t o r o q i m m a f t i t u s a ' m i t - t o r o q i n f i s h o m . 
M a l - � e n b  t a l - k n i s j a , i n - n a h a t a s -
s a k r i s t i j a , k i e n h e m m i l - h a n u t t a ' 
M a d l i e n , i l - h a n u t t a ' M a r i k a r m , A n d r e ' I -
p a r r u k k i e r , u �u¿epp  t a l - l a h a m . I l - b i n i l i 
f i h k i e n h e m m d a w n i l - h w i e n e t k i e n j a s a l 
s a q u d d i e m T r i q i t - T l i e t K n e j j e s , u b e j n 
d a n i l - b i n i u Casa Pace u l-Ka¿in t a n -
N a z z j o n a l i s t i , i t - t r i q k i e n e t d e j q a b ' m o d l i 
b n i e d e m u k a r o z z a t a l - l i n j a h d e j n x u l x i n 
m a k i e n u x j g h a d d u . J i e n g h a d n i n i f t a k a r 
s e w w a k a r o z z a t a l - l i n j a t i m x i t l i k k i t l i k k i 
w a r a p r a m ; u t g h i d x k e m m k o n t n i � r i 
m e t a k o n t n i n z e r t a h e m m w a h d i u n a r a 
k a r o z z a t a l - l i n j a � e j j a .  I x - x j u h g h a d h o m 
i s e m m u l e k k i f d a r b a r a � e l  h a x k n i t u m a l -
h a j t k a r o z z a t a l - l i n j a u d a w r i t u d a w r a 
m e j t , i m m a b ' x o r t i t a j b a b a q a ' h a j . Casa 
Pace, m a l - � e n b  t a g h h a , q u d d i e m i l -
Ka¿in M a r i j a A s s u n t a , k e l l h a p a r a p e t l i 
k i e n j a s a l f t i t ' i l b a r r a m i l l - b a n k i n a . H a s r a 
l i k e l l u j i t w a q q a '�  � g � ' � a �x�  � f �i ¿mienu k i e n 
� j � a � g � ' � t �i�  � d � e � h � r �a�  � t � a �'�  � l � u � s � s �u�  � l � i � l � l � - � m � i � s � r � a � h �.�  � I �F�  
� p � a � r � a � p � e � t �t�  � t � a �'�  � C � a � s �a�  � P � a � c �e�  �u�  � l � - � b � i � n �i�  � k � o � l � l �u�  � t � a � n �-
� n � a � h �a�  � l � - � o � h � r �a�  � t � a � t � - � t � r � i �q�  � t � w � a � q � q � a �'�  � f � i � l � - � b � i � d �u�  � t � a � l �-
� h � a � m � s � i � n � i � j � i � e � t �.�  � B � ' � h � e � k �k s p i � � a t  p a r t i m i n n 
T r i q i l - K n i s j a , l i l - u s a ' p a r t i t a g h h a m a 
k i n i t x i k t a r m i n n t l i e t m e t r i . I l - m i s r a h b e d a 
� j � i � e � ' �u�  � l � - � g � ' � a � m � l �a�  � l �i� � g � ' � a � n � d �u�  � H � u � m �.�  

� F � I � - �1�  � t � a �'�  � L � u � l � j � u �,�  � 1 � 9 � 7 �8�  � i � n � f � e � t � h �u u f f i � j a l m e n t  i l -
B a n d l i . L - u n i k a p a r t i l i b a q a ' m i n n T r i q i l -
K n i s j a h i l - p a r t i f e j n h e m m i r - r e s t o r a n t 
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Fra Giuseppe. I n f e t h e t T r i q Gu¿e' 
B o n n i c i , u l - b i n i f e j n h e m m l - G h a s s a u I -
Ka¿in L a b u r i s t a i d d a h h a l f l i t a k t a r ' i l 
� e w w a  u t w e s s a ' d - d h u l g h a l T r i q i t - T l i e t 
K n e j j e s . M a t - t w a q q i e g h t a l - b i n i l i g h a d n i 
k e m m s e m m e j t g h e b u g h a l k o l l o x x i 
k a r a t t e r i s t i � l  u t i f k i r i e t B a l z a n i n . Q e d 
n i r r e f e r i g h a l l - h a n u t t a ' P e p p i t a ' l - i n b i d , lì 
k i e n i m d e f f e s f r o k n a f i l - b i d u t a t - t r i q . 
J i e n , o h t i u m i s s i e r i k o n n a m i d h l a s e w w a 


