IL-BIZZILLA “TAL-BALLA”

Anna Maria Gatt

lI-bizzilla ta’ Malta tigbed I-ghajn ta’ hafna nies Maltin u barranin — haddiema tal-bizzilla
kollezzjonisti, delettanti u studjuzi fost I-ohrajn. Hawn xi whud li jistagqsu éerti mistoqsijle;
bhal: “Mela I-bizzilla ta’ Malta mhix dik li jkollha s-salib tal-Kavallieri?’, “Mela I-bizzilla ta’
Mailta mhux kollha l-istess?”, “li-bizzilla li ghandna mhux minn Zmien I-Inglizi bdiet?”,
“X'differenza hemm bejn il-bizzilla li nsibu fil-knejjes u I-ohrajn Ii mdorrijin naraw bhall-
ghenuq antiki?”.

Dawn huma biss x'uhud mill- ‘
hafna mistogsijiet |i niltaga’ v
maghhom. lI-bizzilla ta’ Malta -
dik mahduma bi¢-combini mhix
kollha l-istess. Ghandna I-bizzilla
tal-Bukketti, il-bizzilla tal-
Festuni, il-bizzilla Torxon Maiti,
I-bizzilla tal-Balla, minbarra |-
bizzilla tad-deheb u |-bizzilla tal-
fidda. Ix-xempju ta’ dawn il-
bizzilel ghandhom disinni
karateristici taghhom. F'Malta
kienet u ghadha tinhadem il-
bizzilla Filet li din hi mahduma
kollha bilHabra, u I|-bizzilla tat-
Trina li hi mahduma parti bic-
combini u I|-kumplament bil-
labra. X'wassal |i jkolina dawn il-
bizzilel kollha specjalment il-
bizzilla tal-Balla fil-gzejjer
Maltin?
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Sa mil-bidu ta' I-1580, il-
gzejjer Maltin kienu centru
importanti  ghall-attivita'’  tat-
trasbord. Frustieri specjalment
in-nobbli ta’ diversi
nazzjonalitajiet, religionijiet u
professjonijiet kienu gew Malta
lejn |-ahhar tas-seklu sittax u
matul il-bidu tas-seklu sbatax.
Dan wassal biex is-socjeta
Maltila u Ghawdxija mxiet minn
stii medjevali lejn stil iktar
modem ta’ dak iz-zmien, ghal stil
barokk. Dan sehh ukoll permezz
ta’ influss qawwi ta' kapital
barrani, diversi  haddiema
barranin, ideat godda u |-politika

Palla tal-Bizzilla “tal-balla”
(Casa Rocca Piccola) (=3




tal-Granmastri.' Sadanittant, il-
gbid ta' merkanziji minn
bastimenti pirati kien fenominu
mxerred sew fil-Mediterran, u |-
gzejjer Maltin kienu rinomati i
jipprotegu jew jahbu I-furbani.’
Fis-seklu tmintax il-brigantini
kienu mgabbda sew fattivita’
merkantili, tant li rendew diversi
vantaggi ghall-attivita’ marittima
u hallew eluf ta’ muniti u flus
barranin bhala profitt ghall-
gzejier Maltin.®> L-esportazzjoni
tal-qoton (kemm bhala hajt kif
ukoll bhala tessuti, hwejjeg,
accessorji u bizzilla fost ohrajn)
minn Malta ghenu biex naqqsu |-
izbilan¢ tal-pagamenti u ziedu |-
volum tal-produzzjoni.* Hafna
negozjanti Maltin innegozjaw
ma’ negozjanti barranin minn
pajjizi  Mediterranji: Palermo,
Katanja, Messina u Trapani fi

Freller, T., Gozo, The Island of
Joy, Colour Image, Mgarr, Malta,
1997, p22, pp39-53; Wismayer,
J.M., Privateers and Corsairs,
Part I, Tune In Magazine, 1996,
pp48-49; Dan kien specjalment fi
zmien il- Granmastri La Cassiere
u Verdalle.

* Lane-Pool, The Barbary Corsairs.
London, New York, 1890, p24.

* Muscat, J., The Lateen-Rigged
Maltese Brigantine, PIN
Publications, Malta, 2001, p26.

* I-bilan¢ tal-pagamenti huwa id-
differenza bejn il-hlasijiet li pajjiz
jaghmel lil pajjizi ohra ghal oggetti
importati, servizzi u investimenti u
dawk li jircievi minn paijjizi ohra
ghal dak li jkun esporta. L-art, ix-
xoghol u |-kapital minbarra |-
intraprenditur, huma it-tlett rizorsi
ewlenin biex iFkummerc
jipproduci oggetti u servizzi
jigifieri, il-fatturi tal-produzzjoni.
i2da, dokumenti mahruga mid-
Dwana Maltija ta’ dak iz-zmien

jistgha possibilment ma jixdhux il-
verita’ dwar ikkummeré minn

negozjanti Maltin.

Sqallija; Kaljai  fSardinja;
Genova, Livormno u Napli fi-ltalja;
Korsika u Marsilia fi Franza;
Barcellona, Alikanti, Valenzja,

Malaga u Kadiz fi Spanja; u
Lisbona fil-Portugal.’

Kien zmien fejn il-bizzilla
kienet innegozjata hafna,
specjalment fis-swieq Spanjoli
(Barcellona, Valenzia, Kadiz,
Kastilja u I-Andalusija).®
Kwantitajiet enormi ta’ bizzillel
kienu esportati lejn Spanja, minn
Franza u |-Fjandra u xi ftit inqas
mill-Isvizzera, I|-Ingilterra, u |-
Italja; hafna minn dawn il-bizzilel
kienu jergghu jigu esportati lejn |-
Amerika Latina.” S'issa ghadu
ma nstabx dokument fejn
jidentifika li ‘Bizzilla ta’ Malta’
kienet esportata minn Malta fuq
brigantini jew bastimenti
indipendenti li tajru bnadar ta’
pajjizi ohra. Kien difficli hafma
biex tiddistingwi tip ta' bizzilla
minn ohra fost dawk li kienu fis-
suqg ghall-bejgh, minhabba |-
varjeta’ ta’ influwenza teknika
minn bizzilel Genovizi, Francizi u
Fjamingi. Dak iz-zmien, il-bizzilla
ta¥ Malta setghet kienet
identifikata possibilment bhala
‘Spanjola b'accent Taljan jew
Sqalli’.® Fl-inventarji marittimi

> Debono, J., The Cotton Trade of
Malta 1750-1800 in Archivium —
The Joumnal of Maltese Historical
Research No.1, Midsea Books
Ltd, Malta, 1981, p99.

® Palliser, B., History of Lace,

Constable and Company Ltd,

U.K., 1984, p101.

” Levey, S.M., Lace: A History, V. &
A. Museum, UK., 1990, p24,
pp62-63. ll-bizzilel Fjamingi kienu
irhisa meta kumparata ma’' dawk
ta' Franza u |-Italja.

* Azzopardi, C., Antique Maltese
Lace of the Time of the Knights
1530-1798, M.Phil. thesis,
(unpub.), University of Malta,
2002, p111.
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‘Consolato del Mare' (1697 -
1750)" kull opgett impurtat fil-
gzejjer Maltin kien mikiub bit-
Taljan. Insibu fost ohrajn pezze
di merietti di filo jew bizzilla di
filo ghall-bizzilel tal-hajt u pezze
di pizzilli di bochetti ghall-bizzilel
bid-disinji tal-fjuri maghrufa ahjar
bhala |-bizzilla tal-Bukketti. II-
bizzilla ta’ Malta zgur li giet
rkonoxxuta meta fis-sekiu
dsatax filantropi Ingliz'® ghenu
biex regghu qabdu l-arti tal-
bizzilla biex tigi mghalima sew, u
nnegozjawha kemm fMalta u
barra minn xtutna specjalment
lejn is-suq Ingliz fejn il-bizzilla
gabet prezz tajjeb.

ll-moda tal-ilbies kienet
wahda mill-kawzi li ghenet biex
tippromwovi il-produzzjoni tal-
bizzilla. Dan jixhed fhafha pittur
kontemporaniji minn artisti
differenti, ta' nies nobbli kif ukall
ekklezjastici li jirreflettu I-bdil fil-
kostumi matul  i2-Zmien."

? Vassallo, C., Corsairing to
Commerce — Maltese Merchants
in XVIlII Century Spain, Malta
University Publishers Malta, 1997,
pp12-18, p133; Azzopardi, C.,
Antique Maltese Lace of the Time
of the Knights 1530-1798, M.Phil.
thesis (unpub.), University of
Malta, 2002, pp100-104;
Azzopardi, C., I[-Bizzilla tal
Gzejjer Maltin, Publikazzjonijiet
Indipendenza, Malta, 2003,
pp131-133.

1 Azzopardi, C., Llace: An
Introduction to Lace Making in the
Maltese Islands, Gozo Press,
1991, p18.

I Racinet, A., lllustrated History of
European Costume, Collins &
Browns, Great Britain, 2000, pS6,
p62, p87; Sella, D., European
industries 1500-1700 in Cipolia,
CM. (ed), The Fontana
Economic History of Europe — The
Sixteenth and  Seventeenth
Centuries, William Collins Sons &
Co Ltd., 1970, p375.




Fosthom iInsibu rtratt ta' mara

tal-Pittur Malti Francesco Zahra
(1710-1773). HI Antoine Favray
(1706-1798)" Db'ezempjl bhall-

pittura tal-Granmastru 'Emanuel
Pinto de Fonseca* Kavallier tal-
Ordni ta' San Gwann liebes Ibies
cerimonjali inkluz Il-bizzilla. Zewg
ezempji ohra ta* Favray huma I-
pitturi ta'Maria Amalia Grognet
nee Marchesi' liebsa Ibies tal-
moda bil-bizziila, u Ifamuza
'Xena Domestika Maltija'fejn turi
wahda min-nies nobbii bit-trajbu
komplut  bic-combini  fidejha
ta dem il-bizzilla.13

ll-bizzilla tas-seklu sittax
kienet mahduma b'g azel ohxon
u hajt tal-metal (deheb, fidda u
ram).14 Hekk Kkitid-disinji gew
iktar ikkumplikati, ipperfezzjonati
u fini, il-bizzilla bdiet tinhadem
ukoll bi hjut naturali (ghazel u
goton).1% Fis-seklu tmintax I-

12 Zammit, W., The Communicative
Role of Visual Media 1n Malta
1700-98 inCortis, T., Freller, T. &

L. Bugeja (eds.), Melitensium
Amor - Festschrift inhonour of
Dun Gwann Azzopardi, 2002,
pp328-330.

13 |l-pitturi  jinsabu fil-Muzew
Nazzjonall tal-Arti. Pitturi
kontemporanji  jinsabu  wkoll

fkolezzjonijiet privati b al fCasa
Rocca Piccola u kollezzjonijiet
ekkleziastici  bhall-Mu/ew tal-
Katidral u  Sagristiji ~ fdiversi
knejjes. Pitturi kontemporanji ohra
jidhru Tirkanti lokall.

14 | evey, S.M., Lace: A History, V. &
A. Museum, U.K., 1990, pl6;
Earnshaw. P., The ldentification
of Lace, Shire Publications Ltd.,
1980, p10.

15 Earnshaw, P., Lace InFashion -
From the Sixteenth tothe
Twentieth Centuries (2nded),
Gorse Publications, U.K..
0145 Fil-kotha  tad-disinni
specjalment dawk tal-bizzilla tac-

1991.

Velu bil-burdura tal-bizzilla tal-
balla (Casa Rocca Piccola)

bizzilel tac-combini fit-
tramuntana tal-ltalja Milan,
Genova, Venezja u I-inhawi
kienu maghmula  mill-ghazel,
arir u metal, filwaqgt |i [-bizzilel
tac-combini  fi Fjandra u fit-
tramuntana tal-Ewropa Ii kienu

Ikkupjati minn dawk il-bizzilel stil
barokk ta' Milan kienu mahduma
delikati Dbl-ifjen hajt tal-ghazel.16
Konsegwentament, Zviluppaw
zewg tipi ta' bizzilel - (i) il-bizzilel

klassioi, fejn |-aristokratici
addattaw il-bizzilla ghal I-moda
tal-hwejjeqg; u (i) I-bizzilel tal-

bdiewa, bizzilel ordinarjil’ fejn

combini (Veneja 1557 u 1561)
juru  kollezzjonijiet ta' hizzilla
ordinaria / tal-bdiewa {peasant
laces) u jidher lizvilup ta' disinni
aktar kumplikati ghall-hajt  rikk
aktar addatati g all-moda.

16 Levey, S.M.. Lace: A History, V. &
A. Museum. UK., 1990,p22.

17 Diacono, G., 'Bizzilli li jinhadmu
TMalta uGhaudex', Malta, 1920.
p34. Dun Guzepp Diacono Isejjah
peasant laces bizzilla ordinaria.
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rahlin specjalment nisa li hadmu
fir-raba’ galghu l-g ejxien
tag hom mhux  biss  minn
prodotti agrarji imma wkoll mix-
xoghol tal-bizzilla. Il-bizzilel tal-

bdiewa ikkompetew mal-bizzilel
kfassici ghalkemm iMivell tax-
xoghol kien inferjuri hafna. Is-
socjeta' tal-klassitan-nofs imitaw
Il-moda tas-sinjuri  bl-ahjar i
setghu  bir-rizorzi 1t kellhom.

Ghalkemm il-bandu ikkontrollal-
Infig u irrestringa |-Ibies bi drapp
lussuz Inkluz il-bizzilla, |-hwejjeq
xorta ghaddew minn id ghall-
ohra iktar [-isfel fis-soejeta’ s a
ma' waslu ghand il-komunita'tal-

bdiewa. Dawn Mlbiesi gew
immodrfikati, mibdula u addettati
kemm-il darba  bil-bellus wu

bizzilel b'mod |i zviluppat il-moda
'fossilizata'. 18

18 Minchinton, W.. Patterns and
Structures ofDemand 1500-1750
in Cipolla, CM. (ed.), The Fontana
Economic History of Europe - The
Sixteenth and Seventeenth



