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THE ARCHIVES OF PALERMO AND MALTESE MEDIEVAL HISTORY: 

A FIRST REPORT * 

Since i h e government of the islands of Malta and Sici ly for the whole 

of the Middle Ages was subject to that of Sicily, inevitably one expects the 

central government archives at the Archivio di Siato. Palermo, to be of vital 

importance to the Maltese medieval historian. Their significance was fully re

cognized in Malta back in the seventeenth century, and the early erudite hist

orians and antiquarians like Commendatore G F . Abela made full use of such 

transcripts as came their way of documents preserved in that depositary at 

Palermo (1). However, little progress has been made. Massive collections of 

documents originating from the administration at Palermo were built up during 

the eighteenth century, hut hardly any evidence sun/ices of purposive historical 

research at the Palermo archives concerning Malta and Gozo right down to 

the present century (2). Reputable historians like Mons. A. Mifsud and Roberto 

Valentini utilized the hitherto largely untapped local resources and did no 

thing about Palermo ( 3 ) . Occasionally, documents concerning Malta and Gozo 

were published by foreigners, mostly as part of large collections of docu

ments (4). Henri Bresc's recent study on the Secrezia of Malta during the 

Late Middle Ages was the first major study based almost solely on Palermo 

documentation (5). 

* T h e a u t h o r a c k n o w l e d g e s w i t h t h a a k a t h e f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e p r o v i d e d b y t h e f o l l o w i n g 

t o e n a b l e h i m t o e x a m i n e t h e a r c h i v e s a t P a l e r m o : t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f M a l t a ( 1 9 7 6 ] , t h e 

J«icluna B e q u e s t - S e n i o r f e l l o w s h i p ( 1 9 7 7 ) , t h e E a s t e r n S i c i l y / M a l i t a b r a n c h o f t h e R o t a 

t i o n s ( F e b r u n r v 1 9 8 1 ) , a n d t h e I t a l i a n G o v e r n m e n t ( s e v e r a l g r a n t s d o w n t o 1 9 8 3 ) . 

1 . I n p a r t i c u l a r , N L M , U n i v . 2 0 6 , b u t s e v e r a l o t h e r s a s w e l l . 

2 . J . A z z o p a r d i . Archives of the Cathedral of Malta: Misc. 3 2 A : 1 3 1 3 - 1 5 2 9 f T h e M a l t a 

S t u d y C e n t e r o f t h e H i l l M o n a s t i c M a n u s c r i p t L i b r a r y , M a l t a 1 9 7 7 ] , e s p e c i a l l y p . 1 2 . 

3 . T h e a r t i c l e s a n d d o c u m e n t s p u b l i s h e d b y A . M i f s u d a r e t o b e f o u n d m a i n l y d i s p e r s e d 

t h r o u g h l o c a l p u b l i c a t i o n s l i k e Archivum Melttrnse a n d La Diocesi di Malta; t h o s e 

o f I f . V a l e n t i n i a r e m a i n l y i n Archivio Storico di Malta p u b l i s h e d i n R o m e . 

4. G . C o s e n t i n o . Codict diplomatico di Federico HI d'Aragoaa re di Sicilia ( 1 3 5 5 - 1 3 7 7 ) 

( P a l e r m o . 1 S 8 5 ) ; F . L i o n t i . Codict diplomatico di Alfonso it Magnanimo ( P a l e r m o . 

1 8 9 1 ) : G . M v M l i I , / capibrevi di Giovanni l.uca Barber, ( P a l e r m o , 1 8 7 8 , 1 8 8 6 , 1 8 8 8 ) 

a l l p u b l i s h i n f u l l o r c a l e n d a r f o r m d o c u m e n t s f o u n d i n t h e P a l e r m o S t a t e A r c h i v e s 

c o n c e r n i n g M a l t a . W i t h t h e m o n e c a n a l s o a d d B . a n d G . L i g u m i n a . Codict diploma

tico dei gintlti di Sicilia ( P a l e r m o , 1 S 8 4 ) a n d o t h e r * . 

5. H. B r e s c . ' T h e " S e c r e z i a " a n d t h e R o y a l P a t r i m o n y i n M a l t a : 1 2 4 0 - 1 4 5 0 * , i n Medieval 

Malta: Studies on Malta before the Knights, e d . A . T . L u t t r e l l ( L o n d o n . ( 9 7 5 ) . S e e 

a l s o e*|«cially H. B r e s c . ' D o c u m e n t s o n F r e d e r i c k I V o f S i c i l y ' s I n t e r v e n t i o n i n M a l t a : 

1 3 7 2 ' , Papers of the British School at Rome, X L I ( 1 9 7 3 ) . 
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T o w a r d s t h e e n d o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e n o t o r i o u s A b a t e V e l l a 

p u b l i s h e d a l o n g s e r i e s o f s p u r i o u s d o c u m e n t s c o n c e r n i n g S i c i l y a s w e l l a s 

M a l t a d u r i n g t h e M u s l i m p e r i o d (6), a n e n t e r p r i s e w h i c h d e s e r v e d l y c o s t h i m 

s e v e r a l y e a r s o f i m p r i s o n m e n t b u t w h i c h h a s c o n F u s e d g e n e r a t i o n s o f h i s t 

o r i a n s ( 7 ) . I t s h o u l d b e r e a l i z e d t h a t n o a r c h i v a l d o c u m e n t a t i o n f o r t h e M u s l i m 

p e r i o d o n M a l t a o r G o z o h a s s u r v i v e d a n y w h e r e . N o r i s t h i s s u r p r i s i n g s i n c e 

n o t h i n g m o r e t h a n t h e m e r e s t f r a g m e n t s o f s u c h d o c u m e n t a t i o n h a v e s u r v i v e d 

f o r a n y o t h e r c o u n t r y d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d ( 8 ) . H o w e v e r , S i c i l y d o e s h a v e a s m a l l 

n u m b e r o f plalee o r l i s t s o f s e r f s o n l a n d d o n a t e d t o e c c l e s i a s t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s 

g o i n g b a c k t o N o r m a n t i m e s (9). T h e y a r e w r i t t e n i n A r a b i c a n d G r e e k , a n d 

a r e i m m e n s e l y l o n g , o n e o f t h e m e x t e n d i n g t o n o l e s s t h a n s e v e n m e t r e s . 

O n l y o n e platea i s i n t h e S t a t e A r c h i v e s o f P a l e r m o , b u t m i c r o f i l m c o p i e s o f 

o t h e r s c a n b e c o n s u l t e d t h e r e a n d p h o t o - c o p i e s m a d e . F o r M a l t e s e s t u d i e s 

t h e y a r e h i g h l y i n t e r e s t i n g b e c a u s e o f t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e l i g h t t h e y s h e d o n 

M a l t e s e m e d i e v a l n o m e n c l a t u r e , w h e t h e r s u r n a m e s , n i c k n a m e s o r p l a c e - n a m e s . 

T h e y w e r e i n a d e q u a t e l y p u b l i s h e d a c e n t u r y a g o b y S a l v a t o r e C u s a ( 1 0 ) , b u t 

M a l t e s e s c h o l a r s h a v e r e m a i n e d c o m p l e t e l y u n a w a r e o f t h e i r c o n t e n t s a n d 

i m p o r t a n c e b e c a u s e t h e P u b l i c L i b r a r y a t V a l l e t t a f a i l e d t o a c q u i r e a c o p y . 

A t l e a s t s i x o f t h e s e r f s t h u s d o c u m e n t e d s e e m t o h a v e h a d s o m e k i n d o f 

c o n n e c t i o n w i t h M a l t a a n d t w o o t h e r s w i t h G o z o : 

A b u B a k r a l M a l ( i ) t i 

G h o m o r b i n a l ( M a l ( i ) t i 

G h o t m a n h i s b r o t h e r 

A w l a d a t M a l ( i ) t i 

G h i s a a ] M a ! ( i ) t i 

M e f r i g a ! M a l < i ) t i 

X i g h m a a l G h a w d f i l s i 

'All b i n b r o t h e r 

6. G . V e l l a . Libro del Consiglic di Egitto tradotto da Giuseppe Vella cappellano del 

sacro ordine gerosolimitano, abate di S. Panc'aiio ( P a l e r m o . 1 7 9 3 ) ; Codiee diplomatico 

di Sicilia sotlo il govemo degii Arab:, pubbltcato per opera e studio di Aljonso Airoldi 

arcivescovo di Eraclea, giudice dell'apostolica Legasione, e delta regia monorchia del 

regno di Sicilia j P a l w n m . 1 7 8 9 - 9 7 ) . b v o D . 

7 . D . S c i n i a n d A d e l a i d e B a v i e r a A l b a n e s e . L'arabica imposture ( P a l e r m o . 1 9 7 8 ) . A . A . 

C a r u a n a , FrammcHto crilico della storia di Malta ( M a l t a . 1 8 9 9 ) r e v e a l s a n i n c l i n a t i o n 

t o a c c e p t p a r t o f t h e c o n t e n t s o f t h e V e l l a d o c u m e n t s a s g e n u i n e . 

8. L i . l i i z z i t a n o , Storia e cultura nella Sicilia saracena ( P a l e r m o , 1 9 7 5 ) , e s p . C h . I I H u o v i 

f o n t i a r a b e p e r l a s t o r i a d e i m u s u l n i a n i d i S i c i l i a ' , o r i g i n a l l y p u b l i s h e d i n Rivista 

degli Stud, oriental, ( R o m e . 1 9 5 7 ) ; M . T a l b i , L'Emirat Aghlabide, 1 8 4 - 2 9 6 / 8 0 0 - 9 0 9 

( P a r i s , 1 9 6 6 ) . 

9 . P . B u l g a r e l i l a . filoiioni di diplomatica Sicilians ( P a l e r m o , 1 9 7 8 ) , p p . 4 2 - 4 4 ; I . P e r i , 

Uomini, cittd e campagne i n Sicilia dell'Xl al XIII secolo ( R o m a - B a r i , 1 9 7 8 ) , pas

sim b u t e s p e c i a l l y C h . I l l ' L a t e r r a : i l c a s t e l l o , i l b o r g o , i c s a l i " . 

1 0 . S . C u s a , / diplomi greet ed arabi di Sicilia pubblicati nel l;sto originate, tradolli ed 

illustrati. v o l . I ( P a l e r m o , 1 8 6 8 ) . V o l . I I w a s n e v e r p u b l i s h e d ; i t h a d t o c o n t a i n a l l 

t h e c r i t i c a l a p p a r a t u s w h i c h i s t o t a l l y m i s s i n g f r o m v o l . I . O n C u s a ' s e d i t i o n s e e F . 

G a b r i e l i , " U n a e c o l o d i s t u d i A r a b o - S i c u l i ' , S t u d i o Isiamica. v o l . 2 ( 1 9 5 4 ) , e s p . 

p p . 9 5 - 9 6 . 
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A m o n g t h e t r a d i t i o n a l M a l t e s e s u r n a m e s a p p e a r i n g a m o n s t h e n a m e s o f t h e s e 

s e r f s o f N o r m a n S i c i l y , m o s t o f t h e m M u s l i m , o n e f i n d s : 

B u h a g i a r S n m r a u t C u r m l 

B u s a l i b F a r G i b a s a l 

B o r g Z g h e n d o G h a x a q 

T a b o n e G a l e a G h e b e j j e r 

A g i u s B r i n c a t S a i d 

F i t i e n C a r u a n a D t b b u s 

Z a m m i t X e r r i F e i n 

S u l t a n a Q a t e t B u n i 

T h e o l d G o z i t a n s u r n a m e M i n t o f f ( o r i g i n a l l y M i n t u f ) i s r e p r e s e n t e d b y t h e 

e n t r y Ibn al Mentouf, a s e r f o f t h e m o n a s t e r y o f M o n r e a l e w h o l i v e d a t 

C a l a t r a s i i n M a y 1 1 7 8 ( 1 1 ) . 

Q u i t e a f e w o f t h e s e r f s ' n a m e s a r e i d e n t i c a l w i t h a t l e a s t a c o m p o n e n t 

e l e m e n t o f i n n u m e r a b l e M a l t e s e o r G o z i t a n p l a c e - n a m e s i n d i c a t n g t h a t 1 h e 

l a t t e r p r o b a b l y o r i g i n a t e d a s p e r s o n a l r e f e r e n c e s a n d h a d n o d e s c r i p t i v e s i g n i -

c a n c e : 

B a q q a r i H i d a F e r h a 

B u s r a w e l M a h l u f T a m i m W i l i 

R a m a d a n G a g h f e r M e j m u n G h a l h i 

G h a m i q B a r k a G h a t i q M u f t a h 

B e r b r i ( a g h q u b G h a s r i B u g i b b a 

T r u x S a m m a t i B i e z D i b a g 

G h a b i d M g i e g h e d A b u l i - G h a g i n M a r z u q 

Q a j j e d G h a l l u n G h a m m a r H a i r u n 

M h a l h a l S a l & m a H a l l u t a Z o n q o r 

U s i f [ a t l l e f H l a s G a w h a r 

B i n G e m a g h h a R a i u n G h o m o r F i e r e s 

Q a r r a b a G T i a i i A b u I . a n g a s D h a l n m 

G t a b d u n G a b r u n G a b b a r 5 a m r a 

T h e tabulari, c o l l e c t i o n s o f m o s t l y n o t a r i a l d o c u m e n t s c o n c e r n i n g p r o p e r t y 

r i g h t s p u t t o g e t h e r b y r e l i g i o u s c o r p o r a t i o n s s u p p r e s s e d s o o n a f t e r t h e U n i f i c a 

t i o n o f I t a l y , s p a n n i n g t h e w h o l e N o r m a n a n d l a t e r m e d i e v a l p e r i o d s , c o n t a i n 

s o m e 6 3 6 1 d o c u m e n t s ( 1 2 ) . A c o u p l e o f t h e m c o n c e r n i n g M a l t a a n d G o z o h a v e 

b e e n r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d b y H . B r e s c i n Melita Historica ( 1 3 ) , O t h e r s h a v e b e e n 

p u b l i s h e d f r o m s e v e n t e e n t h a n d e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y t r a n s c r i p t s i n t h e s e 

1 1 . C u s a , p . 1 6 9 . 

1 2 . M i n i s t e r o p e r ; b e n i c u l t u r a l ] e a m b i e n t a l i , U f f i c i o c e n t r a l c p e r i b e u i a r c h i v i s -

t i c i , Itinerari Archivistici Italian!: Sicilia, p . 7 . 

1 3 . H . B r e s c . " M a l t a d o p o I V e s p r o S i c i l i a n o ' , Melita Historica, v o l . V I , N o . 3 ( 1 9 7 4 ) . 
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archives (14) or in the manuscript collections of the Biblioteca Comunale rti 

Palermo (15). The possibility of further discoveries of similar documents in 

such collections is evident but entails laborious research and the proportion 

of documentation that is relevant to the history of Malta must be minimal. The 

same can also be said about the vast collection of notarial registers in the 

State Archives of Palermo (16). Any find would, however, be correspondingly 

important, especially if it antedated 1400. 

The main and most fruitful series of registers belonging to the medieval 

government of Sicily, those of the Real Cancelleria and the Protonotario begin 

to contain anything about Malta soon after 1350. They suffer from serious 

gaps down to 1392, but almost every volume of both series after that date 

contains something about Malta and it is impossible here to do more than 

indicate the wealth of information thus available to the historian. The present 

writer has examined almost every register of the Real Cancelleria down to 

1530. but only some twenty registers of the parallel scries D e l Protonotario 

have been examined (17). 

Of fundamental importance in the study both of the local administration 

of Malta and Gozo as wel l as that of family influence during the fifteenth 

and sixteenth centuries are the yearly appointments to municipal offices in 

the two islands (18). These had to be registered both in the Real Cancelleria 

series as well as in that of the Protonotario, but about a third seem to have 

missed registration in the former during the fifteenth century. Most of the 

missing ones may yet be found in the latter, but the two series overlap so much 

14. C. Sdiroth-Kahler, T . KOlzer, H, Zielinski, "Zwej staufische Diploma fil Malta aua 

den Jahren 1198 und 1212'. Deulches Archiv fin Erforschnng des Mittelalters namens 

tier Monumenla Germanise Historica, X X X I I I , No2 (1977). 

15. It. Gril lo, 'Un pcrnfcloso contrasto tra la Malta del Cavalieri e II Re di Sic i l ia ' , 

Melita Historica, V I I I , No. 2 (1981). 

•16. See the references to Palermo notaries in H . Bresc, 'The "Secrezia" and the Royal 

Patrimony in Malta: 1240-M50'. pp.132,133: cf. with reference to Trapani notary 

in ibid., p.I49. 

17. T l i t following archive section* were examined at least in p a r t : Real Cancelleria (254 

registers). Protonotario (29 registers), Lettere vieeregie (72 registers), Conservatoria 

di Ilegistro (11 registers), Tribunal del Real Patrimouio: Miscella.iea (14 registers). 

Miscellanea Archivistiea (2 registers). Tribunal del Real Patr'tmonio: Maestr0 Portu-

lano (12 registers), Segreteria. del Regno: Rama Protonotario (1 register). Al l pages 

were individually examined, no reliance being put on the indexes accompanying each 

r e g i s t e r . 

18. G . F . Abela, Delia Descntttone di Malta Isola net Mare Sieilmno (Malta ,1647), 

pp.422-443. prints a list of the jurats of Malta for the period 1400-1530 (reprinted in 

Baron Azzopardi, Raccolta di Cose Antiehe e modcrna riguardanti Malta e Goto, 

Malta, 1843, pp.50-60), but hopelessly incorrectly. 
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that examining both is highly tedious and conducive to a considerable duplica

tion of results. 

The long series of capitoli published by Giambruno and Genuardi down 

to 1458 can, of course, be extended right down to 1530 by means of the 

entries in the Real Cancelleria registers, but all the capitoli concerning Malta 

are still available in Maltese archives in the original or in official copy form (19). 

Still it has been possible to discover three hitherto unknown capitoli belonging 

to the island of Gozo (20). 

Defence and the provision of wheat have a prominent place in these 

registrations, the latter disappointingly usually merely wheat for the use of 

the garrison of St. Angelo or the disposal of redundant wheat belonging to 

the Crown, the former frequently consisting of the appointment of bombar

diers and other garrison men or the dispatch and provisioning of vessels sent 

with relieving forces to the island in times of invasion, both frequently duplic

ated by entries in the Lcftere Vieeregie. Neither the one nor the other type 

gives much away in the way of global statistics of wheal importation or the 

size of relieving forces. Thus the relieving force of 1429 is illustrated by 

documentation concerning the dispatch of individual ships as well as by interest

ing details concerning the design of the flag carried by the relieving army 

but no other more significant detail or whether and when the force 

actually arrived in Malta (21). Occasionally some information is given about 

the new armaments sent to Fort St. Angelo and the cost of repairs to the 

walls, but hardly ever about the nature of the repairs or the extensions to 

the fortifications. Details are given about the Viceroys' visits of 1485 and 1492 

but only about the ships accompanying their trips not about the problems 

which he tackled during stay in Malta. 

The Real Cancelleria, like the Protonotario, is particularly rich on me 

documentation of royal grants of land, feudal or otherwise. Of course, the 

transfer or land between private individuals is not registered in these sources. 

Nor do the latter contain anything about the lands of the Church except for 

19. S. Giambruno and L . Genuardi. Capitoli inediti delle eit£a demoniali d, Sicilia (Pa

lermo, 1918), pp.322-338 lor Gozo, and pp.374-4-14 (or Malta, Originals are to be 

found mainly in Cathedral Museum, Md.. Cathedral Archives. Misc. Ms. 34. Others are 

also to be found at the National L ibrary of Malta, Valletta. 

20. See the document published in the Appendix. 

20. Hie new Gozo capitot are dated 24 July 1467, 26 June 1479 and 6 April 1521 and 

are to be lound in A[rchivio di] S[tato| P[alermo|. Real Cancelleria, vol . 119, fols. 

240v-24I, vol . 141. fol. 605v and vol . 269-270. fols. 365v-369v. 

21 See Appendix. 
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t h e r a r e g i f t s o f C r o w n l a n d t o e c c l e s i a s t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . I n f a c t e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

a f f a i r s a r e o n l y r e p r e s e n t e d b y ( a ) o c c a s i o n a l c o l l a t i o n s t o r o y a l b e n e f i c e s 

i n c l u d i n g s o m e o f t h e h i g h e s t a p p o i n t m e n t s i n t h e c a t h e d r a l , ( b ) d o c u m e n t a l i o n 

o f t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e t e m p o r a l i t i e s o f t h e M a l t e s e d i o c e s e d u r i n g 

v a c a n c i e s , a n d ( c ) t h e o c c a s i o n a l g r a n t s o f f a v o u r s f r o m t h e C r o w n r e q u e s t e d 

b y t h e b i s h o p . T h i s p a u c i t y o f d o c u m e n t a t i o n , t h o u g h e n t i r e l y i n t h e n a t u r e 

o f t h i n g s , i s p a r t i c u l a r l y u n f o r t u n a t e s i n c e t h e m e d i e v a l e c c l e s i s t i c a l a r c h i v e s 

o f t h e a r c h d i o c e s e o f P a l e r m o , w h i c h c o u l d b e e x p e c t e d t o c o n t a i n c o u r t 

p r o c e e d i n g s o n a p p e a l f r o m t h e c h u r c h c o u r t s o f M a l t a , h a v e r e p o r t e d l y n o t 

s u r v i v e d t h e i r a c c i d e n t a l i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e f i g h t i n g o f t h e G a r i b a l d i e r a . 

T h e i n - f i g h t i n g b e t w e e n t h e l e a d i n g t h r e e o r f o u r f a m i l i e s o f M a l t a , a s 

i t i s r e f l e c t e d i n t h e c o n t i n u a l d i s p u t e s b e t w e e n t h e c a s t e l l a n , t h e s e c r e t o a n d 

t h e t o w n m a y o r o f M d i n a , g e t s f r e q u e n t m e n t i o n , u s u a l l y m a n i f e s t i n g i t s e l f 

i n t h e n o n - p a y m e n t b y t h e s e c r e t o o f t h e s a l a r i e s o f t h e s o l d i e r s g a r r i s o n i n g 

S t . A n g e l o c o m m a n d e d b y t h e c a s t e l l a n a n d i n j u r i s d i c t i o n a l d i s p u t e s b e t w e e n 

t h e l a t t e r a n d t h e t o w n m a y o r . T h e f r e q u e n t m a r r i a g e a l l i a n c e s b e t w e e n t h e m 

m e r e l y a d d e d a n o t h e r e l e m e n t t o t h e c a u s e s o f t h e i r n e v e r - e n d i n g q u a r r e l s 

a n d m u t u a l r e c r i m i n a t i o n s b u t t h e s e a r e d o c u m e n t e d e l s e w h e r e . 

A l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e v i c e r e g a l l e t t e r s t o t h e t o w n o f f i c i a l s o f M a l t a 

a n d G o z o w e r e s e n t i n a n s w e r t o p r i v a t e p e t i t i o n s a n d c o m p l a i n t s , r e q u e s t s 

f o r f a v o u r s , a n d a p p l i c a t i o n s . M u c h b i o g r a p h i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n i s t h u s a d d e d t o 

w h a t i s a v a i l a b l e i n M a l t a b o t h f o r i m p o r t a n t p e r s o n a g e s l i k e t h e f i e f h o l d e r s a n d 

p r o f e s s i o n a l m e n l i k e P i e t r o C a x a r o a n d f o r t h e m e r e s t p e a s a n t o r e v e n h i s 

w i f e o r w i d o w w h o d a r e d c o m p l a i n t o t h e K i n g ' s o f f i c i a l s a t P a l e r m o o f 

a b u s e s a n d i n j u s t i c e s a l l e g e d l y c o m m i t t e d b y p o w e r f u l m e n o n t h e i s l a n d . T h e 

p e r m i s s i o n t-,o d o c t o r s a n d n o t a r i e s t o p r a c t i s e t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n i s r e g u l a r l y 

e n t e r e d i n t h e R e a l C a n c e l l e r i a r e g i s t e r s , a n d o c c a s i o n a l l y a n a g r e e m e n t f o r t h e 

e m p l o y m e n t o f t h e t o w n g r a m m a r s c h o o l m a s t e r i s a l s o r e c o r d e d . 

S e v e r a l d o c u m e n t s c o n c e r n p e r s o n s w h o w e r e e x i l e d t o M a l t a f r o m S i c i l y 

a n d o t h e r s f r o m M a l t a e x i l e d t o t h e l a r g e r i s l a n d , a s u b j e c t a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y 

u n r e c o r d e d i n t h e s u r v i v i n g M a l t e s e a r c h i v e s t h e m s e l v e s , b u t w h i c h h a s a r o u s e d 

s o m e i n t e r e s t o w i n g t o t h e m i s r e a d i n g o f a p a s s a g e f r o m D a n t e w h i c h s e e m e d 

t o r e f e r t o t h e u s e o f M a l t a a s a p r i s o n b y i t s m e d i e v a l r u l e r s ( 2 2 ) . T h o u g h 

2 2 . D a n t e , parodist), I X , 5 2 - 5 4 : 

P i a n g e r i 1 ' a l t r o a n c o r a ) a d i t f a l t a 

D e l l ' e m p i o s u o p a s t o r , r h e s a r a s c o n c i a 

s i , c h e p e r s i m i l n o n s ' e n t r d i n M a l t a . 

G . S i e b z e h n e r - V i v a n t i , Diiionario delta Divina Commedia { F i r e n z e . 1 9 5 4 ) , s . v . M a l t a : 

' p r i g i o n e s p e c i a l e p e r e c c l e s i a s t i c i c o l p e v o l f d i g r a v j r e a t i . c h e s i t r o v a v a a B o l s e n a . 

S e c o n d o a l t r i : p r i g i o n e i n g e n e r a l e b u i a e f a n g o s a . ' 

6 4 

t h e c o u r t r e g i s t e r s o f t h e c e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t a t P a l e r m o w e r e m o s t l y d e s 

t r o y e d i n t h e l a s t w a r ( 2 3 ) , p e t i t i o n s f o r f o r g i v e n e s s , w h i c h w e r e d e a l t w i t h 

o n a n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l e v e l , h a v e s u r v i v e d i n t h e R e a l C a n c e l i e r i a , p r o v i d i n g 

t h e s o c i a l h i s t o r i a n w i t h a n e c e s s a r i l y l i m i t e d b u t i n v a l u a b l e s o u r c e o f i n f o r m 

a t i o n o n t h e t y p e a n d l e v e l o f c r i m e p r e v a l e n t a t t h e t i m e o n t h e M a l t e s e 

i s l a n d s a n d i n S i c i l y . S e v e r a l o f t h e M a l t e s e e x i l e d t o S i c i l y h a d a l l e g e d l y 

b e e n i n v o l v e d i n m u r d e r ; a t l e a s t o n e o f t h e S i c i l i a n s w a s d e p o r t e d t o M a l t a 

f o r h a v i n g f o r g e d A p o s t o l i c b r i e f s ( 2 4 ) . 

A n i n t e r e s t i n g s u b j e c t , e v e n i f f o r t h e t r a d i t i o n a l h i s t o r i a n m e r e l y o f 

m a r g i n a l i m p o r t a n c e , i s t h a t o f t h e c a p t u r e a n d d e s p a t c h t o t h e K i n g h i m s e l f 

o f f a l c o n s a n d o t h e r b i r d s o f p r e y ( 2 5 ) . T h i s i s p r e t t y c l o s e l y d o c u m e n t e d 

a l m o s t t h r o u g h o u t t h e p e r i o d 1 4 0 0 - 1 5 3 0 , a n d a s t u d y o f i t s h o u l d a r o u s e t h e 

i n t e r e s t a t l e a s t o f o r n i t h o l o g i s t s a n d t h o s e h i s t o r i a n s w h o b e l o n g t o t h e 

w h o l i s t s c h o o l o f h i s t o r y , a n d p o s s i b l y a l s o o f t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c . 

A m o n g t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t d o c u m e n t s o f t h e R e a i Cancelleria are t h o s e 

r e c o r d i n g t h e g r a n t i n g o f M a l t a a n d G o z o a s a c o u n t y o r m a r q u i s a t e d u r i n g 

t h e l a s t y e a r s o f t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . T h e y h a v e l o n g b e e n k n o w n t o 

S i c i l i a n h i s t o r i a n s w h o h a v e t a k e n t h e m i n t o a c c o u n t i n t h e i r h i s t o r i e s o f 

S i c i l y d u r i n g t h e t i m e o f t h e t y r a n t s ( 2 6 ) , b u t M a l t e s e h i s t o r i a n s h a v e s o f a r 

h a d t o r e l y o n t h e i r r e p o r t s o f w h a t t h e y c o n a i n . A n i n t e r e s t i n g s t u d y w o u l d 

i n v o l v e a c o m p a r i s o n o r c o n t r a s t o f t h e s e d o c u m e n t s w i t h t h o s e c o n c e r n i n g 

t h e p a w n i n g o f M a l t a o n M o n r o y i n 1 4 2 1 ( 2 7 ) . 

S p e c i a l n o t i c e s h o u l d b e t a k e n o f t h e p r o f u s e n e w d o c u m e n t a t i o n o n G o z o , 

a n i s l a n d r e p u t e d t o h a v e l o s t a l l i t s m e d i e v a l a r c h i v e s , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , n o t a r i a l 

a n d e c c l e s i a s t i c a l , d u r i n g t h e 1 5 5 1 a s s a u l t o f t h e T u r k s . T h e R e a l C a n c e l l e r i a 

a n d p r e s u m a b l y t h e P r o t o n o t a r i o r e g i s t e r s c o n t a i n n o t o n l y a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n 

o f t h e s e t s o f t o w n o f f i c i a l s o f t h e p o s t - 1 4 0 0 p e r i o d p a r a l l e l l i n g t h o s e o f M a l t a , 

b u t a l s o a s u r p r i s i n g l y l a r g e n u m b e r o f o t h e r d o c u m e n t s c o n c e r n e d w i t h r o u g h -

2 3 . A G i u i f r i d a , La giustuia ne! medioevo siciliano ( P a l e r m o . 1 9 7 5 ) , p . 7 . 

2 4 . ' A S P , Real Cancelleria, v o l . 1 7 8 ( 1 4 9 0 - 9 1 ) , t o U . 3 3 6 v - 3 3 7 v . 

2 5 . F o r t o m e r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e s u b j e c t s e e H . B r e s c . ' T h e " S e c r e z i a " a n d t h e R o y a l 

P a t r i m o n y i n M a l t a : 1 2 4 0 - 4 4 5 4 ? ' . p p . 1 3 7 - 1 3 8 . 

2 6 . E g . I . L a L u m i a , T q u a t t r o v i c a r i ' i n Stone Siciliane ( P a l e r m o . 1 9 6 9 ) . v o l . I I , p p . 

2 6 0 , 2 6 4 - 6 5 . 2 8 8 . 2 9 0 . 2 9 9 a n d 3 0 0 . 

2 7 . G . W c t t i n g e r , " T h e P a w n i n g o f M a l t a t o M o n r o y " , Melita Historica V I I , N o . 3 ( 1 9 7 8 ) . 

T h e v i t a l l y i m p o r t a n t M o n r o y d o c u m e n t s i n A S P , P r o i n n o t f i r o . v o l . 2 3 , w e r e d i s 

c o v e r e d o n l y b e c a u s e t h e t e m p o r a r y n o n - a v a i l a b i l i t y o f t h e Real Cancelleria r e g i s t e r s 

o w i n g t o s t r u c t u r a l : r e p a i r s f o r c e d t h e p r e s e n t a u t h o r t o t u r n t o t h e Prolonotaro r e g i s 

t e r s i n s t e a d . A s i t t u r n e d o u t . t h e Real Cancelleria h a s a b r i e f g a p a r o u n d 1 4 2 1 a n d 

d o e s n o t c o n t a i n a n y o f t h e M o n r o y d o c u m e n t s o f t h a t t i m e . 
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