STATUS ANIMARUM II:
A CENSUS OF 1687

STANLEY FIORINI

In a recent paper,™ a general survey of the Status Animarum records of Malta and
Gozo was undertaken. It was shown there how these documents constitute a very
rich and quite unique source for 17th and 18th century demography of these islands,
The earliest date for which Starus Animarwm lists exist for practically all towns and
villages of Malta is 1687. The object of this paper is to take a closer look at the
contents of the 1687 documents® and deduce therefrom a sketch of life in these
islands in that year.

The Documents

Volumes Il and Ila (1686 — 1688) contain Starus Animarum records from 31
parishes labelled as follows: N31 to N35 are 1€ ated records for Casal Attard,
Casal Balzan, Cas Corcop and Casal Crendi respectively. N36
is labelled Casal | i 7 to N48 come respectively from Casal
Curmi; C Dingli; Casal Gregorio; Casal Gudia; Casal Haxa asal Lia, Casal
Liman, Casal Bordi; Casal Luca; Casal Micabiba; Casal Musta; Notabile Citta;
Notabile Rabbato e Luoghi Limitrofi; and Casal Safi, all belonging to 1 . N49 is
an undated document from Senglea whereas N50 belongs to Siggehui, Casal
Chibir, Casal Xiluch (1687). N51 is again undated and comes from Tarxen. Both
N52 and NS3are Valletta, Porfo Salvo records for the years 1686 and 1687
respectively. N54 to N58 are all 1687 lists and belong to Vittoriosa; Casal Zabbar,
Casal Bigieni; Casal Zeitun: Casal Pasqualino, Casal Bisbut; Casal Zebbug; and
Casal Zurrico respectively. N59 is Parrocchia Rito Greco: Vittoriosa, Senglea,
Burmula (1687); N59a 1s Valletta, San Paolo (1687) and finally N60 is Valletta,
Porto Salvo for 1688.

Apart from Gozo, the obvious omission in this list is Cospicua, although one must
look carefully at the undated lists from Naxxar, Senglea and Tarxien, not forgetting
the rest of the Greek Rite Parish in Valletta. The ‘“Naxxar’' document has its title

age badly stained, which renders legibility of both locality and date impossible. A

ok at the contents of f.1 shows that the parish priest was Archpriest Lorenzo
Hasciach. Since Naxxar was not then a Collegiate church its parish priest could not
have been referred to by that title, so that quire N.36 must belong to some Collegiate
in Malta or Gozo, but not to Naxxar 1687. Furthermore, a consideration of the way
of spelling surnames in this document, which is pretty well standardized, indicates a
later date, whilst recurrence of certain surnames like Mercieca, Haber and Apap,
which were not very common in Malta in 1687, suggests that Gozo is a likelier
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provenance. This is confirmed when one notes that Lorenzo Asciak was the third
parish priest and first archpriest of Gharb, Gozo, from 1761 to 1808; this parish was
raised to Collegiate status in 1774.% Thus, the document’s date is out by some 100
years and refers to Gharb and not to Naxxar.

Although the Senglea document is undated, it did not prove too difficult showing
that it in fact belongs to 1687. This was achieved by comparison with a recently
discovered Liber Status Animarum for Senglea dated 1684." In fact one can quite
accurately place this document in the first four months of 1687 if one notes that
Cleria, daughter of Malgarita Nostroso®® was born on 18th December 1685,® was one
year old when the census was taken and furthermore it is known that she died, aged
one, on Sth April 1687.7 Similar comparisons safely date the Tarxien document to
1687.

The Greek Rite document is apparently deficient insofar as it lists 47 parishioners
from Cottonera but none from Valletta, where the parish church is situated. This
poses several questions. Should this be taken 1o mean that there were no Greek rite
parishioners in Valletta itself or should it be taken to mean that the Valletta **half’’ ol
the document is missing? In the latter case, what would be the numbers involved. A.
Bonnici®™ outlines the history of this parish, asserting that it knows its origins to some
5000 Rhodians who accompanied the knights to Malta in 1530. These settled in Birgu
where four churches were assigned to them. When the knights moved to Valletta in the
wake of 1565, a site for a Greek church was offered in 1569, building was started in
1575 and the church officially constituted a parish in 1587. No doubt, several Greeks,
retaining their allegiance to the Greek rite, stayed behind in Victoriosa and although
no formal parish church existed there,"™ they had their spiritual needs attended to by a
papas in the Borgo. So much so, that from extant Status Animarum lists it transpires
that they were considered as a separate community, two lists being returned separately
by different pastors, each signing paroco."" As to the numbers involved, judging by
some twenty lists from the first hall of the 18th century, one can deduce mean
numbers for Valletta and Victoriosa to be 35.5 and 41.1, respectively. These numbers
are usually broken down into abitanti and forestieri in the ratio of 34:9 in the mean.
The Victoriosa numbers are often further broken down by place of residence; this is
usually one of the Three Cities, but sometimes Valletta itself is mentioned, which
indicates how separate the two communities were. By not later than 1784, a single
Status Animarum list is returned, covering both localities. One concludes that for 1687

1. A. Ferris. Descrizione Storica delle Chiese di Malta e Gozo, Malta, (1866) p. 580
4, This document turned up in an ant
Senglea Parish Archives throu

juarian’s shop in Qormi and was restore y
the efforts of Rev. M. Zammit 5.Th.Lic., Ph.B. and of Canon
y Canon Schembri,

I ul place in the

Joachim Schembri B.A., Lic.D., Lic.S.Script., both of Qormi. As pointed ou

Don Silvestro Desira, = parish priest at Senglea in 1684, who compiled

was later appointed

parish priest at Qormi i
that parish

5. ibid. f. 14

6. A(rchivum) Plaroeciae) Se

7. ibid. L. Def(unctorum) 1, f.

8. A. Bonnici, History of the Church in Malta, Vol. 11, Malia (1967) p. 32

9. In 1575 Duzina mentions three Greek rite parishes in Victoriosa: S. Maria Damaschini, S. Giorgio
and 5. Nicolao with populations of 34, 21 and 19, respectively (cf. National) L(ibrary) M(alia),
Bibl(ioteca) Ms. 643, {1, 267 - 8.).

0. AAF LSA lc N. 26; ibid. ITa N. 59.

n 1701; this goes a long way to explain how the document came to be found in

Bapt(izatorum) 111 .87

STATUS ANIMARUM 43

the Valletta Greek rite document is missing, included in which were some 35
individuals of whom only 28 were local residents.

Of all retrieved 1687 lists, the Cospicua document proved to be the most elusive. It
turned up as the undated list N142 in Vol. XXIVa. It can be safely dated to about
April as follows: It certainly post-dates 27th March, the day Victoria Cassia,
daughter of Carolo and Barbarica"" fell to her death from the roof;'? she is not in
the list. On the other hand, the list could not have been drawn up much later than
April 1687 according to the ages and dates of birth of the following infants of only a
few months. (Comparison of ages of older individuals led to wildly erratic
conclusions.)

TABLE |
| _ o . | APPROX. DATE
INFANT SOMN/DALUGHTER OF AGE IM LSA FOL DATE OF BIRTH FOIL COMPILED

; 1 e . 4 = = —

ANCISCUS Bapt. & 3 months 1 12 28.xii, 1686 16 April

X |
lagdalena

|  Petrus & Maria 6 months 15 18.x1."86 | 75 May

‘ Joannes Bapt, & 4 months 26 | 12.i.'87 m | May

6 months 31 4.xii."86 | 5 | lune

5 months ‘ 47 28 xi."86 75 April

It can therefore be concluded that all Starus Animarum lists for 1687 are available
except those for Naxxar, Gozo and the Valletta ‘half’ of the Greek rite parish. The
small numbers in the latter one can ignore and supplement the other two deficiencies
by considering instead extant lists from these parishes which are nearest in time to
1687. For Naxxar, Status Animarum 1688 is still preserved at Naxxar Parish
Archives.("

The Gozo list nearest in time to 1687 is the one labelled Matrice 1678"Y which
includes 244 people from Castello, only 59 from Rabbato and 2742 from Campagna,
a total of 3045. Although theoretically the Chiesa Matrice was the only parish in
Gozo at the time (Xewkija was only constituted a parish on 27th November of that
year), in view of the population counts for the whole island,"” it seems most unlikely
that the figure of 3045 should represent the total population. The very low figure of
59 for Rabbato suggests that the likelier alternative 1s that the church of St. George in
Rabat was accounting for the rest. This latter church has always had a very
ambiguous parochial existence and ambivalent relationship vis-a-vis the Chiesa
Matrice. Up to the disastrous events of 1551, it had been one of at least three
parishes in Rabat, weaned from the Matrice,"® and although not officially
reconstituted before (in fact as lage as 1.viii.1955), it was on several occasions
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acknowledged asa cie facto co-parish with the Matrice. This isevidenced fromthe
several Status Animarum and other documents cited inthe present author's earlier
paper."” Thus in 1575, Duzina refers toSt. George as Parochialis Ecclesia ... extra
Castrum, andin 1645, theBalaguer list breaks theGozo population down into
Parochia del Castello and la Parochia del Rabbato. T he 1658 census, with
breakdown by parishes, gives one figure for Gozo et suo Castello, whereas the 1670
count distinguishes between 3000 at Rabbato and3500 init restame dell'isola e
Castello. The 1680 count isyet more specific and identifies four parishes: S. Georgii,
Garbi noviter erecta, S. loannis ta Xeuchia and Matrice, inthat order. Just 20 years
later, thecomplete Status Animarum list o f 1702 omits it, as do both complete
Militia listsof 1708 and 1741. Yet, it figures again ineach of the lists for 1716. 1726.
1728, 1781 - 1784 ana 1793. 1 n1797, the complete list gives one figure for Castello
and Rabat under Matrice. Again, nomention of itismade in 1807. In view of this,
only limited use ismade of the Gozo list.

Hence, unless otherwise stated, throughout therest o fthis paper references to
Attard, Balzan. Birkirkara,Kirkop, Qrendi, Dingli, Gharghur, Gudja, Ghaxaq, Lija
(and Mann andBordi), Luga, Mgabba, Mosta. Notabile, Rabat, Sail. Senglea,
Siggiewi (and Kbir and Xlug), Tarxien, Valletta {Porto Salvo), Vittoriosa, Zabbar
(and Bigieni), Zejtun (Bisgallin andBisbut), Zebbug, Zurrieq, Vittoriosa (Greek
rite), Valletta {San Paolo), Cospicua, Matrice (Gozo) and Naxxar will betaken to
mean respectively AAFLSAITI:N3I - N35, N39-N45, ibid. Ila: N46- N59a, ibid.
XX1Va NI42, ibid. 1Hband A(rchivum) P(aroeciae) Naxxar LSAI.

One has therefore here apractically complete*"! census of the entire population of

Malta and Gozo inwhich individualsare not simply counted, but are listed by name,
surname, family, age, town orvillage and quite often with several other interesting
details astonickname, occupation, status and location in the village, not tomention
of course the "state of their souls", the raison d'etre of these documents. Since itis
the earliest virtually complete such record, and1687 isanyway one o fthe earliest
years for which these records exist, the value of the document isgreatly enhanced.
Furthermore, ithas the distinct asset that the informationitcontains was collated
within a very short span of time sothat errors arising from population migration,
abroad orinternal, are greatly minimized. I nfact itcan bededuced from the exact
dates given on several of the quires"® that most of the lists were drawn within a few
weeks of Easter of that year; Easter day 1687 iscomputed tohave been on 4th April.

17. S.Fiorini. op.cit.

[S. Swrus Animarum includes all inhabitants subject to ihe Bishop, that is. excluding members of
Religious Orders and those under the jurisdictionof the Order of St. John and of the Inquisition.In
1632 there were 621 knights. 3080 crew on 6galleys and 64V slaves in private ownership: there were
also 1884 (in 495 households) subject totheHoly Office. I'n 1658 there were 482 members of
Religious Orders.

19. Alldocuments in the following list were drawn up in April; two others. Bal/an and Zebbug, are
dated 21.siiand I.v.. respectively.

Doc. No. 11435 39 41 42 43 45 48 50 56 59

D,fg’r'i? 7182281217151t 1315 102
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It isworth noting that round about that time. Paschal Tide meant precisely the
fortnight between Palm Sunday and Low Sunday for the purpose o ffulfilment of
the Paschal precept./™l

[l Statistics

From the overall statistical picture drawn in Status Animarum 1,one can abstract
those figures which arerelevant forl1687. Thus itappears that the populationin
Malta amounted to 45288 distributed asinTable 11.

TABLE 11

Attard 845 Notabhile 305
Balzan 552 Rabat 1633
Birkirkara 2251 Qormi 2669
Cospicua 2933 Qrendi 673
Dingli 356 Safi 186
Gharghur 706 Senglea 3371
Ghaxag 669 Siggiewi 1394
Gudja 485 Tarxien 760
Kirkop 240 Valletta (P.S.) 6181
Lija 975 Valletta (S.P.) 3608
Luga 1019 Vittoriosa 2250
Mosta 1243 Zabbar 1127
Mgabba 490 Zebbug 3484
Naxxar 1463 Zejtun 1607

Zurrieq 1813

To these onemust adda further 5500 or so, mostly foreigners, under the
jurisdiction o fthe Order and o fthe Holy Office. InGozo there were some 5000
others.

These figures aresomewhat deflated with respect to theoverall population
profile, coming asthey doafter the disastrous plague o f1675 during which some
11,000 were lost, mostly from Vallettaand the Three Cities."2" I nspite of this set-
back, the Vallettacount registered anet increase vis-a-vis earlier figures, indicating
probably aheavy immigrationintothe city atthe time.

The average family size for 1687 was o f3.90, which isvery average, sincethe

20. AAFCancelleda, Registrum Edictorum (8.iv.1713) ff.21'". Thisdocument also contains interesting
details regarding the use and abuse of the bollettino. For the computation of the date of Easter vide
Missaie Romanun.

21. Vide i. Micallef, The P/ayue of 1676: IHOOdeaihs, Maltall985).



