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EDITORIAL PREFACE

The years 1998 to 2002 witnessed the bicentennial commemoration of a series of
very eventful episodes in Maltese hiistory, ones which to a very comsiderable extent
determined the subsequent political, economic and social development of the Maltese
Islands. The advent of French rule in June 1798, the Maltese uprising in September,
the abortive Maltese plot to take oven Valletta in January 1799, the start of de facto
British administration in Septemben 1800 and the drawing up of the Declaration of
Rights of the Inhabitants of the Islands of Malta and Gozo by the Maltese

change withl reverberations in practically eveny sphere of life. New rulers brought
political philosophies diametrically opposed to those of thiein predecessors, philosophies
whiich - iin twrn - contributed in no small way towards the assertion ofl nationalistic
claims on the part of the Maltese.

Conscious of the deep historical significance of those events, the Malta Historical
Society had, in 1999, decided to dedicate that year’s History Week to the French
occupation. The result was the presentation a number of original papers which as
always merited publication, even though this took some time to mafterialise, financial
considerations being the major cause. The papers being published in this volume bean
testimony to ithe importance attached to that period of Maltese history and they will
certainly enrich our understanding of fit.

Withl the exception of one paper,' this volume contains all the 1999 History
Week lectures and short communications together with additional studies by Frans
Ciappara and Jean Gaillard respectively. These papers, treating the same theme, were
ideally suited for this publication and were hence included.

The publication of these proceedings would not have been possible without the
generous sponsorship given by Tug MaltalL.td. In so doing, the company) has contributed
in a concrete way towards the appreciation of our nation’s past and certainly deserves
the appreciation ofl all. Din 1-Art Helwa was again generous enough to allow the use
of its premises not only for History Week but also forithe Historiical Society’s commiittee

1 Noel Caruana Dingli’s paper, which is fo be published as a part of a larger study.




meetings. A word of appreciation also goes to the President and members .Df Fhé ‘ LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS
Historical Society’s committee who dedicate their spare time towards the orgamisation

of such events. Dr Joseph F. Grima, the Society’s secretary for many years, took on
the additional task of editing thiree papers of those being presented. Last but not least,
thanks to the anthors themselves who have dedicated time, money and effort in the
often unappreciated task of revealing our nation’s past.

French Republican motifs used by the Maltese press, 1798-1800
Broadsheet entitled Il Generale Graham ai Maltesi (Malta, 1800)

Title-page of Dialogo tra Alessaridro Ball, ed il marchese di Nizza
(Malta, n.d.)
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The Church of St. Francis de Paola, Qormi, commonly,
held to have been looted by the French
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FIRST SESSION

Tuesday, 19" January 1999 at 5.45 p.m.

Lecture

Dr William Zammit: Communicating a New Regime: The Maltese
Printed Product during the French Occupation (1798-1800).
Short Communication

Dr Franco Bruni: Musica alia Cattedrale e alia Concattedrale di
Malta durante 1’Occupazione Francese {(1798-1800). ‘

Chairperson: |Prof. Henry Frendo

SECOND SESSION

Thursday, 21 lanuary 1999 at 5.45 p.m.

Lecture

Prof. Victor G. Griffiths: A Letter to Inquisiton Monsignor Carpegna

comprising a “Diary” account of events of the French Occupation
(1798-1800).

Short Communications
Can. John Azzopardi: The Personal Archives of]
Grand Master Hompesch.

Mr Antonio Espinosa Rodriguez: Documents and Afrtefacts
of the French Period at the Malta Maritirme Museum.

Chairperson: Dr Carmelo Testa

THIRD SESSION

Saturday, 23 January 1999 at 9.45 a.m.

Lecture
Dr Noel Caruana-Dingli: The French Language in Malta, 1798-1800.

Short Communications

Dr Joseph F. Grima: A Glimpse at the 1798-1800 Registers in the
Qormi Parish Archives.

Mr Paul Catania: The Naxixar Parish |Archives:
The French Connection.

MrWinston L. Zammit: Some Minor Figures connected with the
Maltese Uprising against the French (1798-1800).

Chairperson: Prof. Goafrey Wettinger, President of.the Society, who
also brought the History Week to a close.

All sessions held at
Din I-Art Helwa, 133 Melita Street, Valletta
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