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EDITORIAL PREFACE 

The years 1998 to 2002 witnessed the bicentennial commemoration of a series of 
very eventful episodes in Maltese history, ones which to a very considerable extent 
determined the subsequent political, economic and social development of the Maltese 
Islands. The advent of French rule in June 1798, the Maltese uprising in September, 
the abortive Maltese plot to take over Valletta in January 1799, the start of de facto 
British administration in September 1800 and the drawing up of the Declaration of 
Rights of the Inhabitants of the Islands of Malta and Gozo by the Maltese 
representatives in June 1802 constituted, in their totality, a very sudden and dramatic 
change with reverberations in practically every sphere of life. New rulers brought 
political philosophies diametrically opposed to those of their predecessors, philosophies 
which - in turn - contributed in no small way towards the assertion of nationalistic 
claims on the part of the Maltese. 

Conscious of the deep historical significance of those events, the Malta Historical 
Society had, in 1999, decided to dedicate that year's History Week to the French 
occupation. The result was the presentation a number of original papers which as 
always merited publication, even though this took some time to materialise, financial 
considerations being the major cause. The papers being published in this volume bear 
testimony to the importance attached to that period of Maltese history and they will 
certainly enrich our understanding of it. 

With the exception of one paper,1 this volume contains all the 1999 History 
Week lectures and short communications together with additional studies by Frans 
Ciappara and Jean Gaillard respectively. These papers, treating the same theme, were 
ideally suited for this publication and were hence included. 

The publication of these proceedings would not have been possible without the 
generous sponsorship given by Tug Malta Ltd. In so doing, the company has contributed 
in a concrete way towards the appreciation of our nation's past and certainly deserves 
the appreciation of all. Din 1-Art Helwa was again generous enough to allow the use 
of its premises not only for History Week but also for the Historical Society's committee 

1 Noel Caruana Dingli's paper, which is to be published as a part of a larger study. 



meetings. A word of appreciation also goes to the President and members of the 
Historical Society's committee who dedicate their spare time towards the organisation 
of such events. Dr Joseph F. Grima, the Society's secretary for many years, took on 
the additional task of editing three papers of those being presented. Last but not least, 
thanks to the authors themselves who have dedicated time, money and effort in the 
often unappreciated task of revealing our nation's past. 

l.ix.2002 William Zammit 
Editor 
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