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EDITORIAL PREFACE

Following the bicentennial commemoration of the short-lived but momentous French
advent in 1999, the Malta Historical Society ventured on another History Week dur-
ing the Autumn of 2003,

Pursuing its customary publication of the specialised studies delivered there, the So-
ciety is now presenting its eleventh issue of those Proceedings. Organising the lec-
tures and their subsequent publication may appear to be a simple matter but it has to
be kept in mind that it is far from a smooth affair and the financial aspect - for the
publications — is one of the headaches. In this instance, for example, the Society has
to bear almost all expenses and it is hoped that members will, at least, support our
effort through their acquisition of these Proceedings.

Originally it was intended to organise a “Women's History Week™ but various diffi-
culties forced us to adopt only the first day as a “Women's Session”. The “Economi
cal History' of the second session and the “Archaeological Studies” of the third one
proved to be as interesting although, contrary to what happened on the first day
quite obviously — women’s attendance was conspicuous, by its absence!

We must register here a big “thank you™ to the Hon. Dr. Joseph Borg (then Minister
‘f Foreign Affairs) who not only encouraged and let us make use of the beautiful

tlone of Palazzo Parisio but also provided us with a delightful “refreshment™ at the
termination of our History Week in 2003

Word of thanks is also due to the Farsons foundation for their partial sponsorship of
this publication.

31.x11.2004 Toni Cortis
Editor
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