1 Editorial |
A Quarter Century of STORJA

4 This year marks the twenty-fifth year since Storja started being
1 published. When the idea was first put to the then Professor of History,
the late Andrew P. Vella, O.P., we found nothing but enthusiastic support
d on his part. He also consented to put a set of questions to the late
- Archbishop Michael Gonzi, in a full-scale interview which we had then
P used as our cover story - and very succesfully so in terms of sales. The
4 first edition of Storja 78, one thousand copies, sold out and is today a
precious collector’s item.
: At Professor Vella’'s behest, and with the approval of what was
! then the Royal University History Society, the editorship of Storja was
entrusted to Dr Henry Frendo, a former daily newspaper editor who was
then a lecturer in the Department of History, having come down from
Oxford less than two years earlier. A post-graduate history student and
teacher, George Attard, became the first assitant editor. We were helped
along by a dedicated committee which comprised Louisa Martinelli (now
Grech), Fr Saviour Caruana, Evelyn Zammit (now Pullicino), Ray Vella,
Joe Gauci and Rita Grima. '
It was also Professor Vella who had initiated a History Teachers
Asociation, to link up history teaching right across the national spectrum.
% In addition to Prof. Vella, Dr Frendo and Mr Attard, its first committee
1 Included several history teachers at different levels from various areas,
i such as Mr Carmel Bonavia, its first Vice-President, and also the late
1 Mr Michael Sant from the original Malta College of Arts, Science and
1 Technology, who was a history graduate.
| In fact Storja's scope was to act as an annual digest, as well as
1 a university-based history journal, with a focus on research, teaching,
1 publications, and as a medium for the sustenance of a professional school
1 .of historiography using appropriate tools and approaches. Apart from its
1 articles, the first number comprised information relating both to the newly-
1 founded History Teachers Association as well as works undertaken by
1 members of the Teachers’ Training Colleges at Ta’ Giorni and Tal-Virtu'.
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With the advantage ofhindsight w ecan state that practically ail
the contributors to Storja 78went on tomake acareer, ifnot inhistory at
least Iinhistory-related professions and occupations. They included well-
known authors such as the early modernist DrFrans Ciappara, and Dr
Joseph F. Grima, DrPaul Bartolo, FrDominic Scerri OP, MrPeter Fava
(who after his MA settled inNew Zealand where heisinvolved Intertiary
education), Professor Frendo. Those reviewing books included another
onetime history lecturer atMalta, MrRoger Vella Bonavita, who later
settled InPerth where hetoo became active intertiary education; while
the books reviewed were by DrPaul Cassar, a leading 20th century
social andmedical historian, thelate Brigadier A. Samut-Tagliaferro,
and MrRay Bondin, nowincharge ofthe rehabilitation ofour main
walled cities.

After the 'relocation" ofMCAST and the sudden transfer of many
of its staff upMsida's hill, while the old-established Faculties of Art and
of Science, including history degrees and the History department, were
just as abruptly abolished, several academics left. Storja and the history
society were dishanded. By some miracle, however, the University
of Malta was purportedly "refounded" in 1988. Some years laterthe
history society's papers, ofwhich DrGodfrey Wettinger had become
the unofficial custodian (he was the only one Ilift from the original team
of lecturers), were passed onsothat the society's work and 1its journal
could beresumed, somehow; asinfact, with some difficulty, they were.

Storja started appearing again In 1996hbienially, under the
same editorship butwith input from succeeding generations of history
graduates andunder-graduates. Our first two new history graduates,
who had commenced their courses In1988/89, were Charles Daili and
Simon Mercieca, both ofwhom would eventually stay onatuniversity in
different capacities, with the former, a mediaevelist, acting as assistant
editor to Storja.

A glance atsome ofthecontributors totheeditions of Stora
published so far -students, scholars and some professional persons from
other walks oflife -as well as the table ofcontents listed onthe previous
page inthis journal-digest for 2003, speaks foritself. In1996 w e find,
among others, Mark Aloisio, DrCarmel Cassar, Kenneth Gambin, Dr
Richard Spiteri, Elaine Micallef-Valenzia, Joseph Attard, Rita Azzopardi,
James Debono, Josephine Diacono, Mark Farrugia, Ruth Vella, Claire
Zammit, Marcia Young. In1998 w efind, among others, Joseph Abdilla,
Professor Andre' Plaise, Yosanne Vella, DrCharles Savona Ventura,
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George Attard, its first Assistant Editor (left).

Anthony Vella Gera, DrArnold Cassola, Desmond Gregory, Evelyn
Pullicino, Mario Ellul. In2001 w efind, among others, Stefan Cachia,
Vanessa Bezzina, DrWilliam Zammit, DrJohn Chircop, David Borg-

Muscat, Violet Brincat, John Consiglio, Professor David Fieldhouse...

Topics andapproaches have varied intime, scope andstyle,
but onthewhole the journal-digest hasremained loyal tothe vows
of itsfounders, that itwould bring forth a school of research-oriented
historians who would focus onthe substance, andread meaning into
what they write about, intelligibly and critically.

Thanks aredueparticularly toallthose graduates and under-
graduates w h ohave contributed to this endeavour, the founding
‘generation’ anditssuccessors. They aretoomany tolist butdirect
collaborators, especially committee members since 1995, have toa
greater or lesser extent included, among others, onetime presidents
Kenneth Gambin, Stefan Cachia, Denise Bezzina, Ruben Teeling,and
now James Sultana; editorial assistants Charles Dalli andDr Carmel
Cassar, among others; Noel Buttigieg, Mario Ellul, Elaine Micallef-
Valenzia, Marica Mifsud, David Rossi, Evelyn Pullicino, Mark Aloisio,
Claire Zammit, Uldrich Galea Medati, Chris Vella, Marcia Young,
Emanuel* Buttigieg, Ritianne Mizzi, Jason Attard, Kenneth Scicluna,
Maria Aquilina, Ramona Cini, Jennifer Bugeja, Catherine Tabone...Not
all history students have been socooperative ofcourse: sometimes one



